White Hills Primary School No. 1916
16 Plumridge Street (PO Box 6002)
White Hills, Victoria 3550

Week 12
Thursday 4 May
Jeudi 4 Mai

Phone: 54430799
Fax: 54437222
email: white.hills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au

At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be lifelong learners. We are a community which caters for academic,
physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world.

Term 2 2017: Tuesday 18th April – Friday 30th June
Week 12

Movie Night

School Band comp @ Bgo SE College
Gr 3-6 District Aths 10.00am - 3.00pm

On Friday evening, we held the P&F Group Open Air Cinema
night. We had approximately 190 people attend the event and the
weather was remarkably mild. The quality of the picture and
sound were amazing and everyone seemed to enjoy the movie; I
even think I saw a few tears at the end. I would like to
acknowledge our P&F Group for organising this event and for
all the delicious treats they provided on the night. I would also
like to thank the families who supported this school activity and
special mention to Scott Ross for all his support, work and
assistance on the evening.

Tues 23 - Fri 26 May

Education Week

Prep Transition Booklet Error

Tuesday 23 May
Tuesday 23 May

Open Day 9.00am – 3.30pm
Information Session 9.30am-10.45am
Information Session 7.00pm-8.15pm
Gr 1 Emily Loves to Bounce Exc 9.30am
Multi Age Day
Prep Grandparents Morning 9.00-11.00am
Team China Experience
Gr 5 Sovereign Hill Payment due 4.00pm
School Choir competition @ Ullumbara
Queen’s Birthday Holiday

Please note that the dates for WHPS Education Week and
Transition Days in the Prep Transition booklet distributed to
kindergartens and Day Care facilities is incorrect. A separate
flyer has been redistributed to most kindergartens and the correct
dates for these events are on the front of the school’s website.

Friday 5 May
Wednesday 10 May
Thursday 11 May
Friday 12 May

Gr 5 Camp Deposit due 4.00pm
Mothers/Special Person Day Breaky 8.00am

Mothers Day Stall – NEW DATE
Gr 3-6 Division Cross Country

Week 13
Tuesday 16 May
Thursday 18 May
Friday 19 May

Gr 1 Excursion Payment Due 4.00pm

School Art Show

Week 14

Wednesday 24 May
Friday 26 May
Thurs 1 to Sat 10 June
Monday 5 June
Friday 9 June
Monday 12 June
Tuesday 13 June
Tuesday 13 June
Thursday 22 June
Friday 23 June
Tuesday 27 June

Final Day Commonwealth Student Banking

Snow Queen Performance payment due
Gr 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion
The Snow Queen Performance
Student Led Conference- Pupil Free Day
Last Day Commonwealth Student Banking

Term 3 2017: Monday 17th July – Friday 22nd September
Term 4 2017: Monday 9th October – Friday 22nd December
Wed 11 - Fri 13 Oct
Wed 11 - Fri 13 Oct
Mon 16 - Fri 20 Oct
Wed 15 - Fri 17 Nov

State’s School Relief Bonus for Eligible Preps

Gr 3 Curumbene Camp
Gr 4 Maldon Camp
Gr 1/2 Swimming
Gr 6 Camp

State Schools' Relief works closely with all
government schools across Victoria. Each year, State Schools'
Relief provide assistance to families who are experiencing
financial disadvantage with school clothing, shoes and other
essential items. The Victorian Government has a commitment
to being the Education State, aiming to break the link between
disadvantage and achievement. Through government funding
the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) was established
to provide payments for eligible students to attend camps, sports
days and excursions. To find out more about CSEF or to apply
for assistance go to www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
State Schools' Relief has received extra government funding so
that it can help more families needing financial assistance and
ensure no one is left behind. This extra funding is being used by
State Schools' Relief to assist students who receive CSEF
assistance.
As part of the Victorian Government’s Affordable Uniform
Program, every Prep government school student who is a
recipient of the Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)
automatically qualifies for a uniform pack including
tracksuit pants, shoes (runners) and a school bomber jacket.
Applications are made by the school. We have measured and
checked sizes for eligible students and the orders have been
placed. Families will be contacted when the items arrive. If you
have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Mother’s Day Stall – NOTE CHANGE OF DATE
Due to many conflicting events, the Mother’s Day stall will
now be held on THURSDAY 11th May.

Education Week: 22nd – 26th May
The school will be conducting an Open Day and Information sessions at White Hills Primary
School during Education Week. Open Day, on Tuesday May 23rd from 9.00am – 3.30pm,
is an opportunity for parents, grandparents and friends to visit their child’s class. It is also a
great time for new parents to see our school in action and speak to Prep teachers about the
terrific programs available at our school. A morning Information Session will be held in
the school hall on Tuesday 23rd May at 9.30-10.45am, and an evening session at 7.00pm
–8.15pm. These information sessions are intended for 2018 Prep parents interested in
learning more about White Hills Primary School.
Childcare is available at both these sessions.
The school will also be conducting a multi-age day on Wednesday 24th May with the theme
of multiculturalism. Children in all Grades will be arranged in mixed agegroups and will
rotate through various activities related to different cultures including Koori, Karen, French
and Chinese.

Free Computer Monitors
At certain times, the school updates
equipment. We currently have many
computer monitors available for parents
to collect free of charge. If you are
interested in obtaining a monitor, please
come in and see the office. First in, first
served.

Lunchtime Programs @ WHPS
Please see attached details about the variety of lunchtime activities our staff are offering the children at White Hills. We aim to
provide a range of alternative options for students that are both fun and engaging.

Cross Country results….
Last week the Grades 2-6 students participated in the school cross-country event. Points were
awarded to students based on their finishing position in each age group. Again, the effort and
behaviour of all the students was exemplary. The House results were:
4th
416pts Bosquet
3rd
442pts Plumridge
2nd
472pts Napier
1st
480pts Raglan
All Grade 3-6 students at our school will participate in the Division cross-country event at the
Bendigo racecourse on Friday 12th May. They will be divided into the various ability groups
based on their results at the school event. Thanks to all the teachers, parents and students
themselves for making the day a great success. I would also like to acknowledge our Physical Education staff Stewart Scoble and Kate
Potter for their coordination and organisation, meaning the event ran smoothly and on time.

Teach Your Child To Bounce Back From Life’s Uncertainties. Part 6
A selection from an article by Alison Campbell Rate
Here are some more ideas to get you started building resilience in your children.
PROBLEM SOLVING:
When we intervene too much in our children’s problems we send a message “you can’t handle things”. Remain supportive and
interested but let your child think through the situation on his own. Begin when they are pre-schoolers. If he gets stuck provide
guidance but not answers.
*Encourage him to think of different possible explanations why this problem has occurred.
*Help him to explain the event optimistically and to come up with several solutions.
*Check in with him about whether the chosen plan is working or does he need to try another way.
*Don’t be over critical of first attempts. Keep your eye on the process rather than the outcomes at first.
*Compliment every effort to approach problems well.
STORYTELLING:
Use stories about yourself or other family members or point out the resilient words and actions of characters in stories as you read.
SKILLS FOR LIFE:
We can’t always change the situations in which children find themselves, but we can change how they think about it and how they act.
You can find “teachable moments” every day that naturally demonstrate and reinforce these skills mentioned over the past six weeks to
your child in real ways. Once learned, your child will be armoured against failure and rejection for life. Bad things will continue to
happen but you will have taught your child how to persevere and bounce back in the face of any setback.
TURNING FITNESS INTO FUN:
*Whenever a favourite show is on, have each child plan and lead an exercise during the breaks.
*Turn on some upbeat music and dance.

Deposits For Camps
Please note that all non-refundable deposits for camps must be paid by parents. CSEF does not cover this cost, however it may/will
cover future instalments for camp.

Term Planners
Term Planners for all year levels and specialist areas are now available on the WHPS website. These contain the details of what is to be
covered by classes during the term. Please see classroom teachers and specialist teachers if you have any questions.

Mothers/Special Person Day Breakfast
Mothers and special people are invited to our special breakfast on
scheduled to be held in the brick area near the Prep sandpit.

Wednesday 10th May from 8:00am – 8.45am. This event is

Chinese Immersion Program 2017
Thanks to the three families who have expressed interest in hosting a Chinese student for the 8 weeks of the program and one who has
volunteered to assist for the second 4 weeks. If your family is interested in hosting a Chinese student in October please let me know.
If you would like more information or would like to speak with a family who hosted last year, please feel free to contact me.
If you are interested please complete the slip at the end of the newsletter and return it to school or reply by email to
schaeche.andrew.a@edumail.vic.gov.au
Please let us know if there’s anything further that we can do to support you here at WHPS
Andrew Schaeche
Principal

Book Fair

Our Book Fair is being held this week. Opening times in the morning are 8.30am-9.00am and in the afternoon 3.30pm – 4.00pm.
Geronimo Stilton was our special guest at Monday’s Assembly.
Toddlers and cameras are welcome.
Anne Morison
Coordinator

Student Banking

As previously advertised in 2016/17 Newsletters, the WHPS School Council has approved the phasing out of the Commonwealth
Student Banking Program.
The last day where Commonwealth Bank Books will be accepted will be 27 th June, the Tuesday in the last week of Term 2.
If there are any orders made on this last day for reward items, they will be ordered as long as you have handed in your 10 tokens. Orders
can take up to 2 weeks to arrive (if I don’t already have it in stock), so your items may take until early Term 3 to be delivered to you.
If you have been holding on to tokens, you are most welcome to cash them in before this service is closed.
Please consider changing over to the Bendigo Bank, to support our local bank, who in turn assist and donate in our own community.
“Piggy Bank” application forms are available at the school office, or your local Bendigo Bank branch (White Hills branch is just around
the corner from the school on Napier Street in the White Hills shopping strip). Return to your local branch for processing, with your
child’s Birth Certificate and Medicare Card, along with parent’s Drivers Licence for I.D. purposes. Children with existing Bendigo
bank accounts are also welcome to use this service.
I do hope you will continue to use our Student Banking Program at WHPS, as it is a valuable learning experience for all students to
understand the benefits of saving money at a young age.
Thank you,
Student Banking coordinator,
Sam

Parents & Friends (P&F) Group News

Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th June approximately 9.05am.

Mother’s / Special Person Day Stall – PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE
Our stall is coming up on Thursday 11th May at school, we are asking for donations of new gifts to the value of $2.00.

Thank You to our ‘Open Air Cinema’ Sponsors We value your generous contribution
The Shed Guys – Our Gold Plus sponsor
We would like to thank our major sponsor for having the confidence in us to help us get our new event underway.

Bendigo Northern District Community Enterprise – Gold sponsor
PH Property – Bronze Sponsor
Thank you in advance for your
continued support.
Parents & Friends Group
Fundraising Committee

Prep News
Students of the Week

Congratulations to our ‘Students of the Week’

Andy - PE for wonderful reading and maths work
Oliver - PT for trying hard in class and being a good friend to others
Olivia - PF for being a focussed worker who always does her best
Jax - PAS for great progress with his sounds and reading
Eh Tha - PW for being very responsible and helping all the Karen
children settle into class
Izzy - PM for always working hard and being very confident.

GREASE DAY
You all remember Sandy and Danny right?! Well the preps are going to
be having a ‘Grease Day’ on the 12th May for some fun, bonding and to
celebrate the letter ‘g’. Encourage your child to dress up as a character
from the show but keep it simple. Last year we had lots of slicked back
hair, scarves and knee length skirts i.e. cool! The children will take part
in a Rock ’n Roll dance lesson and indulge in a ‘greasy’ fish and chip
lunch. Notes will go home soon with further details.

GRANDPARENT'S MORNING
As part of Education Week the Prep grades will hold a special morning for Grandparents or older friend on Friday, May 26th, from
9.00am to 11.00am. Mention this date to grandparents/ friends so they can be available for this special time. Invitations for
grandparents/ special friends will be sent home closer to the event.

PREP PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM. (P.M.P.):
P.M.P. will continue this Friday. We look forward to seeing our great helpers at 2.30 pm in the shed.

CLASSROOM SAFETY
Just a reminder you may come into the classroom when you hear the music. It is not safe to enter earlier as a teacher might not be
in the room or may be busy getting great activities ready for your child’s learning and need to pop in and out. We can’t leave children
in rooms unsupervised.

NEED TO CHAT?
If you have something important to talk to your child’s teacher about, please make an appointment or see them after school unless
it is urgent. Trying to catch them after the morning bell has gone interrupts some of the most important teaching of the day – listening
to children read individually. We value this special time with your child and the less interruptions, the more time we get to read
with them!

LETTERS OF THE WEEK
This week the preps will be investigating the letters n and o and the sounds they make. Try going on a treasure hunt around the house
for thing beginning with n and o.

PREP TOY UNIT OF WORK:
As part of our Term 2 unit of work on Toys the Preps will be making their own toys using a different materials. You Can Help Out!
Send in any materials you have at home that might be useful. Bring them to the classroom over the next few weeks and teachers will
store them. Useful materials might include cardboard tubes from alfoil, paper towel and glad wrap, small boxes, string, straws, sticks,
skewers, milk/juice cartons – well rinsed, bottle tops, ping pong balls, wool, material scraps or anything else you think might be useful!
PLEASE DON’T SEND EGG CARTONS OR TOILET PAPER ROLLS due to allergies and health and safety requirements.

HINT FOR THE WEEK
Playing card games with just a basic set of cards can do wonders to improve memory, concentration, patterning and sequencing
necessary for reading and maths development.

Grade 1 News
Students of the Week
1DW – Eliza for trying hard during language groups and always having a smile on her face.
1P - Jillian for working quietly and very hard to retell stories using detail.
1D - Jobe for working extra hard, and having a good attitude during math time.
1F - Tyson for excellent effort during math.
1B - Angus for great home reading and good improvements in spelling.

Emily Loves to Bounce – 23rd of May
Please return the blue notes for this excursion to school as soon as you can. We are really looking forward to this performance. If you
have any story books by the author Stephen Michael King at home, we would love to borrow them to read at school.

ANZAC Day
All classes have been learning about the importance of ANZAC Day, and it was great to see many
of our students so interested in history.
A BIG thank-you to Mr Murley, (Bowdens dad), who came to school and showed us many items
from his special collection of war memorabilia. He also told us many stories about wartime and the
students in 1P and 1DW had lots of questions.

Reading Helpers
We love having help to listen to children read. Please contact your child’s teacher to work out the best time to help with this. Your own
students really enjoy having you in their classroom as well!

Grade 2 News
Students of the Week
2F - James Campbell for a fantastic effort jogging at cross country from start to finish.
2CK - Richard Moo for his wonderful planning and writing of his narrative “The Boy who got Lost”
2B – Sienna Turner for being brave and going down the slide at the discovery centre.
2M – Abby Kay for her improvement in spelling and her efforts in writing.

Integrated Unit
Our students are now researching about Dinosaurs and the Lost World. We are enjoying this new topic with them and discovering
many different changes in our world over time. Please encourage your child to do a little bit of research on a chosen dinosaur at home
if they can.

Homework
Still some homework books not being returned each Monday. Please encourage your child to complete their homework and return
their book on time.
Junior School Teachers

Grade 3 News
Students of the Week
3J – Sophie A for her hard work in maths and improving her times tables
3B – Alex M for being a sensible, responsible member of 3B
3G – Ruth D for a very focussed start to term 2.
3C – Cooper T for making great choices and being a great role model to others.

PORTFOLIOS
A big thank-you to families who have already returned their child’s learning portfolios. If you haven’t yet please do so promptly,
signed and with a positive comment about your child’s work.

DISCOVERY CENTRE EXCURSIION
Students had a great time at the Discovery Centre on Monday. Students had a ball in the Planetarium and conducting science
experiments. Thank you to all the Latrobe students who assisted on the day.

CAMP DEPOSITS
A big thank you to the families who have returned camp deposits and forms. If you haven’t, please speak to the office staff as soon as
possible.

Grade 4 News
Students of the Week
Congratulations to these students of the week
4D - Sophie CH for an excellent introduction to her information report.
4K - Jess S for all her hard work and effort.
4M - Teagan T for her excellent knowledge of word meanings.
4S - Tyler C for his excellent organisation at school and home.

School Cross Country
Well Done to Jasmine D and Zac M for winning their age group in the school cross country last week.

Discovery Centre Visit

Monday 8th May

Permission notes for 4M, 4S & 4D are due back tomorrow. 4M & 4S leaves at 9am. 4D leaves at 12:00pm.

Division Cross Country------Friday 12th May
Depart School 9:15
Return 12:30pm
If you are available to walk with us to the Race Course please let your child’s classroom teacher know.

Camp Payments
Remember regular payments can be made during the year to ensure the full cost is paid by the due date.

Class Dojo
Keep checking out your child’s class dojo story to keep up to date with all the great activities they are doing in class.
Middle School Teachers

Grade 5 News
Students of the Week
Congratulations to our Grade 5 Students of the Week.
Drew C for a consistent effort during cross country training and a great result in the race.
Callum G for an improved effort and attitude towards learning and his peers.
Taylor C for her fantastically written narrative

School Production
This week students have had the opportunity to audition for main singing roles in our school production.

Discovery Centre
On Tuesday students visited the Discovery Centre as part of the science lesson run by La Trobe students in term 1.

Book Fair
Students had the chance, in their library time last week, to check out the books available for purchase at the Book Fair. This week the
Book Fair is open before and after school for orders and purchases.

Mother’s Day
The Mother’s Day Breakfast will be held on Wednesday 10th May in the brick area of the Hall. Mothers and special persons are
welcome to attend and share in the breakfast with the children. Come and be waited on and enjoy a yummy breakfast. Students will
have the opportunity to purchase a gift at the school Mother’s Day stall on Friday 12th May.

Cross Country
Our cross country training will be put to the test on Friday May 12 th when our students compete in the District Cross Country at the
Bendigo Racecourse.

Reminders




Camp deposit is due this Friday, 5th May.
Sovereign Hill permission and payment due Monday, 5th June
Donated gift for the school Mothers’ Day stall due ASAP
NAPLAN 9th, 10th, 11th May.

Grade 6 News
Students of the Week
6G- Bree Shepherd: for always striving to complete her best
work.
6V- Dalton Bawden: for working really well when subtracting
numbers with zeros.
6B- Blake Burton: for a fantastic and moving Anzac story at our
school service.

Homework
This week’s homework is an ICT and spelling task, which will be handed out tomorrow and due on Friday 12 th May. Students will
have to complete the task and hand it in by 9.00am Friday. If students do not hand in their homework, they will be kept in at
lunchtime to complete the task. We appreciate parents’ encouraging and supporting their child with the completion and submission of
homework every week.
GRIP Leadership Conference
Last Thursday, 27th April all student leaders and house captains attended the GRIP
Leadership Conference at the Bendigo Stadium with Miss Van. The conference is
about teaching young people how to good leaders and how they can make a
difefrence in their school and community. The students learnt about recognising and
growing from their strengths and weaknesses. They participated in different
activities, role plays and workshops that were centred aroud being responsible and
doing the right thing. All of our leaders behaved really well and represented WHPS
wonderfully.
Discovery Centre Excursion
This term, all grades have been attending an excursion to the Discovery Centre as part of a program run by LaTrobe University and
their pre-service teachers. The pre-service teachers came into the school to teach a science lesson and the visit to the Discovery centre
was part of their lesson. The students got tp participate in a range of science activities including exploring the planetraium, creating
electrical circuits and getting to take a ride down the vertical slide.
Upper School Teachers

After School Care Program

Welcome
We would like to welcome our students and their families to our OSHC program. At our Before and After School Care Sessions we
offer the children different activities for them to enjoy. With Mother’s Day approaching; we have been encouraging the children to get
involved in making craft presents for Mothers/ Special Persons Day. A big congratulations to Lucy, Olivia, Mason and Abby; who are
our colouring in competition winners for Monkey Week.

Before School Care Is Open
Just a reminder that we have been running Before School Care since day One of Term One. Our BSC service runs from 7.00am until
8.35am although for our prep students we will continue to stay with them and walk them to change over with their teacher. We
provide cereal or toast and milo for breakfast.

Fab Legend Of The Week
Our Fab Legend Of The Week Award was awarded to Bobbie for always being polite and friendly and always helping others.

Theme Of The Week
This week we had Pirate Week suggested by Sophie. Children enjoyed the pirate colouring in pictures we had on offer. The children
also enjoyed making pirate hats to take home.

News & Info
Jenna, our assistant, will be starting maternity leave this month. Jenna’s last day will be Friday 12 th May. We wish Jenna all the best
with the upcoming arrival of her little one. Jenna will be back later in the year. We are happy to announce that Jorgia will be taking
over Jenna’s position while she is away. Jorgia will be doing before and after school care; please introduce yourself to Jorgia to help
her settle into this new role.

Before & After School Care Team
Jamie Morgan (Coordinator), Jenna (Assistant), Jorgia and Maddy.
White Hills OSCH phone: 0402 590 272 Camp Australia Customer Care Phone: 1300 10 343 Email: oshc@campaustralia.com.au

SICKBAY ROSTER
Friday 5 May
Friday 12 May

Fiona Robinson
Rebecca Kempster

Please collect from the office at the end of the day

NEWSLETTER ROSTER
Thursday 11 May
Thursday 18 May

Kelly Adcock
Kate Nichols

Please collect from the office at the end of the day

UNIFORM SHOP
Friday 5 May
Tuesday 9 May
Friday 12 May

Sam Olsen
Larissa Ahearn
Heather Veitch

New: Navy girls tights $10
Opening Times
Tuesday 3.30pm – 4.00pm and Friday 3.30pm-4.00pm
Uniform Shop Leaders: Kim and Terri

CANTEEN ROSTER
Friday 5 May

Wednesday 10 May
Friday 12 May

Kristy Rowe
Anne Johnson
Sam Olsen
Fiona Robinson
Kate Howells/Ross Marsolino
Kylee Chalmers
Heather Veitch
Larissa Ahearn

Helpers to arrive at 12.30pm
Orders are to be written on a large paper lunch bag unless ordered
through Qkr, (NO ENVELOPES), one per child. Lunch bags
are available for 10 for 60c or 10c each, with lunch orders and
will be sent home.
Urgent Reminder: If you are unable to assist with canteen
duty, please arrange a swap or inform the office so that a
replacement helper can be arranged.
Mrs Helen Williams, Canteen Manager

Community News
Elmore Primary School Car Boot Sale
Saturday, 6th May
Time – 8:00am – 1:00pm (stall holders may arrive from 7:30am to set up)
Site cost - $25.00
Payment options – cash paid directly at the school office or transfer via electronic banking before the
day (contact the school on 5432 6247 if you need e-banking details)
Cancellation – notice of cancellation will be provided 48 hours before the event if required in the
event of inclement weather or emergency.*
Contact – Michelle Griffiths 5432 6247 or email at griffiths.michelle.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
Bring along your trash and treasure, seedlings, garage sale items, baby and children’s clothes, books,
crafts, cakes and slices or anything else you would like to sell.
Special Event – The Great Elmore Hedgehog Bake-Off
Our Student Council is running this event. They have organised for the local bakers, Nathan and Travis from the Elmore Bakery, to be
our special guest judges. Bring along your best hedgehog slice. Entry cost is $2.00. Judging will take place at 11:00am.
First prize is a chef kit containing all of the tools you need to create your own kitchen masterpieces.
Second prize is a $25.00 voucher for the Elmore Bakery.
Third Prize is a Donna Hay cookbook.
*Please note – no refunds will be given in the event of cancellation

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------

White Hills Primary School

Expression of Interest to Host a Chinese Student
I/We am/are interested in hosting a Chinese student/teacher (please circle) for four/eight weeks (please circle)
from October - December 2017.
Child’s name: ______________________________________________ Grade: ________ Room: ________
Family members living at home:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Please complete and return to the school office or reply by email to schaeche.andrew.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

