
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  
 

Principal’s News 
Hi everyone,  
 
Welcome back from the holidays, I hope the children are all 

refreshed and ready to go! 

 

COVID 19 Guidelines and Recent Changes 

• Rapid Antigen Test kits (RATs) will be made available 

to schools for the remainder of the year. It is 

recommended that rapid antigen tests are used by 

students and staff when symptomatic. Household 

contacts are required to test negative using a rapid 

antigen test on at least 5 out of 7 if they are attending or 

working at a school onsite. Parents can access RAT kits 

from the office or email me at 

andrew.schaeche@education.vic.gov.au  and I will give 

them to your child to bring home. 

• Face Masks - The advice strongly recommends the 

wearing of face masks in indoor settings. Household 

contacts attending school who are over 8 years of age are 

required to wear face masks indoors unless they have a 

valid exception. Everyone including students aged 8 

years and above must wear a face mask when travelling 

on public transport, taxis or ride share vehicles. 

• COVID 19 Parents - Getting kids to school - 

Parents/carers are able to leave isolation if other 

arrangements cannot be made to transport their non-

infectious child via private vehicle to and/or from school.  

 

Slight Price Increase in Lunch Order Items 

As per the Dojo message last Friday, there has been some 

slight price increases with items on the menu at Peppergreen 

Farm Catering due to increased costs of ingredients generally. 

These prices are now active and will accommodate the lunch 

orders moving forward for Term 3 and for orders placed this 

week.  The new menu was sent via Dojo and can be found on 

the school’s website under the Parents tab - ‘useful parent 

links’ and has been added to QKR. 

 

Instrumental Music Lessons @ White Hills PS 

As you will already be aware, DMT have finished up and 

moving forward the following options are available for 

families: 

• Singing - Louise MacGregor 

• Guitar/bass/ukulele - Billy Volkofsky 

• Piano/keyboards - Maddy Kidd 

Please see the music flyers in today’s newsletter and contact 

them directly to access lessons for your child during school 

hours. 

 
Student Led Conferences 

So far, approximately 60% of families have booked a student 

conference with their child’s teacher. This will close tonight 

at 4:00pm and those families who have not made a booking 

will be allocated a time on Thursday, 21st July to meet with 

the teacher. A reminder that this is not a pupil free day, 

however students only attend for their conference time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

White Hills Primary School No 1916 
Week 1 Term 3 Thursday 14 July 2022  

P 54430799 

white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
  

    Purpose 
At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be 

lifelong learners.  We are a community which caters for academic, 

physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to 

contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world. 

Calendar of Events 
Term 3 2022: Monday 11 July – Friday 16 September 

Week 2 

Wednesday 20 July Division Netball  

Thursday 21 July  Student Led Conferences; 10am-6pm 

Friday 22 July Grade 3 Bendigo Excursion 9am-

3.20pm 

Week 3 

Monday 25 July  Prep “Mini Beast” Incursion 

Tuesday 26 July  Girls Division Football 

Wednesday 27 July Boys/Mixed Division Football  

Thursday 28 July  ALPHA Production: Aladdin 

Friday 29 July MAV Games Day – Grade 5 Student 

Team 

 Ride/Scoot to School Day  

Week 4 

Wednesday 3 August Cyber Safety Session Grade 5; 

Students and Parents; 6.00pm-7.00pm 

Wednesday 3 August- AMT Maths Competition –  

Thursday 4 August        Selected Students Grades 3-6 

Friday 5 August MAV Games Day – Grade 3 Student 

Team 

Week 5 

Monday 8 August Division Golf 

Wednesday 10 August Grade 4 Cyber Safety Session; 

Students and Parents; 6.00pm-7.00pm 

Thursday 11 August Pupil Free Day  

Week 6 

Friday 19 August MAV Games Day – Grade 4 Student 

Team 

Week 7  

Monday 22 August – Book Week 

Friday 26 August 

Friday 26 August The Blurbs Concert 

Week 8 

Friday 2 September Division Basketball 

Week 9 

Friday 9 September MAV Games Day – Grade 6 Student 

Team 

Week 10 

Monday 12 September Division Athletics 

Friday 16 September  End of Term 3 – 2.30pm 

 

Term 4 2022: Monday 3 October – Tuesday 20 December 

  
Ride/Scoot to school with some teachers! 

On the last day of term, whilst being quite cold and a little drizzly, 

we had 10 students join the 5 staff who rode/scooted to school.  

Hopefully we will see more join in on the next scheduled day, Friday 

29th July. 

Enrolments for 2023 

Currently, there are 62 enrolments for Foundation (Prep) for 2023. If 

you have a sibling of a current student at our school who will be 

starting next year, please collect a full enrolment form, complete and 

return as soon as possible. So far there are 29 sibling enrolments, this 

time last year there were 38.  

Individual tours are available by contacting the school office. 
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Upcoming Cyber Safety Sessions 

Notes were distributed earlier this week regarding upcoming cyber safety sessions for parents and children in Grades 4 & 5. Please 

note: an adult MUST be accompanied by their child. Please return the slip to attend ASAP. 

• Grade 5 – Wednesday, 3rd August from 6:00pm-7:00pm 

• Grade 4 – Wednesday, 10th August from 6:00pm-7:00pm  

These sessions will focus on the following: 

1. Our Digital Footprint  

2. Looking Forward 

3. Sharing Settings 

4. Staying Safe 

Parents will leave with some tips, some understanding of online activities and behaviour, as well as enjoy some conversations with 

your child that you may never have had before! 

 

Term 3 Highlights 

Some of the exciting activities planned for this term. 

✓ Division Netball - 20th July 

✓ Student Led Conferences - 21st July 

✓ Grade 3 Bendigo Walk excursion - 22nd July 

✓ Prep Incursion-Zoo Comes to You - 25th July 

✓ Division Football - 26 & 27 July (boys and girls) 

✓ Alpha Production-Aladdin - 28th July 

✓ AMT Maths Competition (Selected students) 3-5 August 

✓ Division Golf - 8th August 

✓ Jets Gym 15 August -7 September 

✓ The Blurbs Performance - 26th August 

✓ Division Basketball - 2nd September 

✓ Grade 2 Incursion - 9th September 

 

From the Fathering Project - Stepfathers are Dads too! 

The last Sunday in July marks National Stepfamilies Day which recognises and celebrates the diversity of families and the 

significant role stepparents, and in this instance, stepfathers, play in a child’s life. A blending of families isn’t always a 

straightforward journey; being a stepfather and raising another person’s child can come with its own challenges. However, the 

challenges don’t come without a multitude of benefits for child development and wellbeing. Stepfathers play a key part in being a 

father figure and positive role model in a child’s life, positively impacting and shaping a child’s future and the adult they  become. 

This month’s hot topic focuses on advice and tips for stepfathers to support them in strengthening their connection and bond with 

their stepchildren. It is important to remember in the stepdad journey, that in the same way your romantic relationship develops 

over time, strong, healthy relationships with your stepchildren also take time to develop too. 

Top Tips 

• Find the common ground. Look for an activity your stepchild would like to share with you. You may need to step away from your 

comfort zone. Shared activities and interests don’t have to be elaborate – you could cook or watch a TV show together. 

• Be flexible and understanding of the pressures your partner is under. Understand that your partner may have to spend some time 

alone with the children to give them support. 

• Give them space. Any child deserves a reasonable amount of privacy. This is especially so when someone new is moving into 

their family. Beware of boundaries. 

• Take things at a pace that suits your stepchildren. For older kids, keep an open dialogue about the family change and give them an 

opportunity to express how things are going from their perspective. 

• Be approachable. Be open to interacting - keep the door open for the relationship to build. 

• Be consistent. You want to build trust that you can be relied upon. 

• Discipline with caution. Research tells us that a stepdad should not be the primary disciplinarian until he has built a level of trust, 

love, and care with the children. Your role should be to support your partner and reinforce their messages. 

 

 
Out of Uniform Day on the Last Day of Term 

On the last day of term 2, $536 was raised through gold coin donations for out of uniform and this money has been forwarded to 

State Schools’ Relief Annual Appeal.  This company has provided in excess of 104,000 clothing items in 2021 to students in 

Victorian schools.  They also provide winter uniform packs to eligible Prep students (CSEF recipients) every year. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Repeat Messages 

Berry Street Pupil Free Day - Thursday, 11th August 

A reminder that Thursday, 11th August is a pupil free day for staff’s last professional learning training day about the Berry Street 

Educational Model. The Berry Street Education Model (BSEM) provides strategies for teaching and learning that enables teachers 

to increase engagement of students with complex, unmet learning needs and to successfully improve all students’ self-regulation, 

relationships, wellbeing, growth and academic achievement. Our pedagogical strategies incorporate trauma-informed teaching, 

positive education, and wellbeing practices. 

 

Uniform Reminder 

As the weather gets a little chillier, it is pertinent to remind families that it is acceptable to wear a jacket, scarf or beanie (that are not 

school uniform items) to and from school to stay warm but once school starts, students need to have a school jumper and be in school 

uniform. This ensures they can keep warm during breaks and outdoor activities such as physical education while at school, as they 

are not able to wear non-uniform items during school hours. School beanies are available for purchase from the office and there is a 

school coat on the uniform list available through Bob Stewart.   

 

Please let us know if there’s anything further that we can do to support you here at WHPS. 

 

Andrew Schaeche,   
Principal 
 
 
 
 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS GROUP NEWS 

 

HELPERS NEEDED 

WE ARE AFTER HELPERS TO DO HEAD LICE CHECKS THIS TERM. IF THIS IS SOMETHING YOU ARE 

WILLING TO ASSIST WITH, PLEASE EMAIL KATE ON KATEKIM1@LIVE.COM 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE UPDATED ABOUT EVENTS OR WHEN WE NEED VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE 

HEAD OVER TO OUR NEW FACEBOOK GROUP “WHITE HILLS PRIMARY PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

GROUP”. 

 

THANKS FROM THE PFG! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 



 

 

org information 

: information: thefatherinroject.org 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


