
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Welcome Back! 
Hi everyone,  

 

A warm welcome to all our students and their families and staff 

to the 2021 school year. I hope everyone has had a restful 

break. We predict that the children are ready for a busy Term 

1 after a long summer holiday and the COVID interruptions 

throughout 2020. I would like to especially welcome new 

students and families to our school and I hope that your 

partnership with us at White Hills will be an enjoyable and 

positive experience. 

What a day we experienced for the first day of the school year 

last Friday! It did not stop raining so staff certainly got the 

chance to get to know the kids in their classroom! 
 

 

Book Pack Confusion 

On behalf of the school, I would sincerely like to apologise to 

parents who have experienced difficulty or confusion over this 

year’s book packs. This was the first time we have done the 

online ordering and information for prep parents was 

confusing. We will learn from this and ensure the process is 

smoother next year.  

 

COVID Guidelines 

Visitors to school grounds must comply with physical 

distancing and face mask recommendations set out by the 

Department of Education, and practise good hand hygiene. 

There is no requirement to limit the number or type of visitors 

to school premises, however the density limit of 1 person per 

2 square metres is applied to any spaces and activities being 

attended by parent/carers and other visitors. The density limit 

applies to all persons in the space, including students. This 

means that if students and the teacher are in the classroom, 

there would be a maximum of about 5 parents in any one 

classroom. 

Following the Government’s announcements regarding new 

state wide restrictions that came into effect at 11.59pm on 

Wednesday 3 February, visitors to school sites must also wear 

masks when indoors. 

To support contact tracing, schools must keep a record of all 

staff, students and visitors who attend on-site for more than 15 

minutes. 

 

Assemblies 2021 

Our first assembly for 2021 will be held tomorrow from 

3.00pm on the covered basketball court area. This enables 

parents and friends to attend for the first time in 6 months! We 

ask that you continue to follow the COVID guidelines 

regarding social distancing, avoiding handshakes/hugs, hand 

hygiene and if you have any symptoms please do not attend.  

Please note: Preps will not be attending assemblies. 

 

Newsletter Online: Your Email Address is Required 

The newsletter is posted online each week on a Thursday.   

Please fill out a parent email form (available at the office if 

you have not already notified us), or you can subscribe through 

our website at www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au.  Each Thursday 

you will receive an email notifying you that the newsletter is 

available on the school’s website.  Click on the email link to 

access the newsletter.   

 

 

 

 

White Hills Primary School No 1916 
Week 1 Term 1 Thursday 4 February 2021  

P 54430799 

white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
  

    
At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be 

lifelong learners.  We are a community which caters for academic, 

physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to 

contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world. 

Term 1 2021: Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April 
 

Week 2 

Friday 5 February  Return notes re laptops/tablets today 

 

Week 4 

Monday 15 February PFG Meeting 9.15am Portable staffroom 

   G5/6 netbook info session 5.30pm - BER 

Wednesday 17 February G5/6 netbook info session 5.30pm - BER 

Thursday 18 February Footy Clinic P-2 

   G5/6 netbook info session 9am staffroom 

   Prep ’Launching into Learning’ 4-6pm 

Friday 19 February  School Photo Day 

   Goal Setting bookings close 4pm 

Week 5 

Mon 22 Feb – Fri 5 Mar Goal Setting Interviews 
 

Week 6 

 

Week 7 

Monday 8 March  Public Holiday 

 

Week 8 

Mon 15-Fri 19 March G3-6 Swimming 

 

Week 9 

Wednesday 24 March School Athletics Flora Hill 

 

Week 10 

Thursday 1 April  Last Day Term 1 – 2.30pm dismissal 

Friday 2 April  Good Friday Holiday 
 

Term 2 2021: Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June 
 

 

Process for Late Arrival or Early Departure: 
It’s a Safety Issue 

If a student arrives late to school, or departs early (for a valid 

reason), they must be signed in or out by an approved adult at the 

school office. Parents must NOT collect a child directly from the 

school yard or classroom.  This is a parental duty of care and 

child safety issue. A tear off slip from the sign in computer must be 

provided to the class teacher for a late arrival or early departure.  

Latecomers are NOT to go directly to their classroom.  Your 

support with this process is appreciated.  

 
Fundraiser on the Last Day for Bendigo Health 

Our ‘Out of Uniform Day’ on the last day of Term 4 2020 yielded 

$497.20 that will be donated to Bendigo Special Care - Baby Unit 

as part of an ongoing commitment to fundraising by the school.   

 

http://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

Goal Setting Interviews Gr1-6:  Make a Booking Online  

Interviews will be held at the school between Monday, 20th February and Friday, 5th March for students and parents in Grades 1-6 

and are now open. 
Each child was given a note today that provided instructions on how parents can make an online booking via Sentral for Goal 

Setting Interviews. If you do not have access to the internet, please see your child’s classroom teacher to book a time or attend a 

help session.     
 

Families have 2 weeks to make a booking. Bookings will close at 4.00pm on Friday, 19th February.  The interview is strictly 10 

minutes and involves you and your child meeting with the class teacher to negotiate learning goals for the first part of the year.  If 

you have other matters you wish to discuss with your child’s teacher, please contact them to organise an alternative meeting time.  

 

Launching into Learning 

Prep families will have the opportunity to attend ‘Launching into Learning’ to learn together how to support your child’s reading. 

These sessions will be held on Thursday 18th February from 4-6pm. There will 3 sessions in each classroom, (4:00pm, 4.45pm and 

5.30pm) and parents/caregivers will be designated a time to attend. More information will be provided to families from classroom 

teachers soon. 
  
 

Bridging the Digital Divide 

The Victorian Government announced an investment of $24.5 million over the 2021 school year to support students and their 

families to bridge the digital divide. This means that students can retain computers loaned to them during remote and flexible 

learning. 

The investment will contribute to either the cost of replacing loaned school-owned computers (laptops or tablets) or the investment 

in other equipment to support learning needs. This week a note was sent home to families outlining this initiative and we ask they 

are returned by tomorrow, Friday 5th February. 

 

Communication with Staff at WHPS 

We take great pride in providing many options for communication between parents and staff. We will continue to use staff work 

emails and Class Dojo for communication between home and school.  A letter will be sent home with all students tomorrow that has 

your child’s teacher’s email address and all specialist staff. We have policies to support our communication processes and they can 

be found on the school’s website at www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au. We strongly encourage all families to read these documents so that 

everyone understands how we expect these communication options to be used. 

The key message that we want all families to understand is that both Class Dojo and staff email addresses are not instant messaging 

options. If you need to contact the school or your child’s teacher about urgent matters please phone the school on 54430799. 

 

Privacy Collection Statement – Primary Schools-Information for parents and carers 

During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s personal and health 

information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or health in the school 

context. Such information will also be collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation, including duty of care, anti-discrimination 

law and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education 

or support to your child, or fulfil those legal obligations. The full policy can be found on the school’s website under the ‘About Us’ 

tab and then under Policies. The following link takes you directly to the policy: 

 https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/collection_statementprimary_school.pdf 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner 

Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum 

seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards 

expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless there has 

been a change in your family circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 54430799 and ask for an application form.  

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training’s 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible. 

 
Tutor Learning Initiative 

The 2020 school year was an extraordinary and challenging one for every school community.  

Many Victorian students spent much of Terms 2 and 3 learning remotely and Victorian schools and their communities made an 

exceptional effort to provide continuity of teaching and learning to our students during this time. 

During Term 4 in 2020, teachers focussed on assessing student learning, addressing individual learning gaps and identifying those 

students who need extra support for their learning, using classroom-based observation and assessments. 

http://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/collection_statementprimary_school.pdf


 

 

We know that the remote learning experience was different for every student. While some students thrived, some students may not 

have engaged as fully with remote learning. For most of our students, regular high-quality teaching in 2021 will be enough to help 

them progress to the expected level of learning. Some students will benefit from additional intensive learning support in 2021.  

As you may be aware, in response to this, the Victorian Government invested $250 million in the Tutor Learning Initiative to enable 

schools to support students who need extra assistance with their learning.  

Four additional teachers have been employed to support children with intensive learning in 2021 at White Hills. Two teachers will 

support students in Grades 3 & 4 with literacy and maths, and two will support Grades 5 & 6 students. The school already has support 

in place for students in Prep-Grade 2. We plan to minimise disruptions to other learning or school activities. Students involved in the 

program will receive a letter outlining the program and the teacher/s who will be working with your child.  

 

Start Up Barbeque: Cancelled for 2021 

Normally, as a welcome to new and existing families, a ‘Start Up Barbeque’ is held at the beginning of the year. Unfortunately due 

to issues around food preparation and sharing we will not be holding it this year.  

 

Compulsory Netbook Sessions: Grade 5 Students & New Grade 6 Students 

2021 Grade 5 parents and students (and new Grade 6 parents and students) will be required to attend a compulsory information 

session.  The School Netbook Program will be outlined in the session and parents and students will sign an Acceptable Use 

Agreement.   

Students will not be able to take their Netbook home until the $125 contribution has been paid and the student and a parent 

have attended a Netbook Information Session.   

 

Netbook Info Sessions will all be conducted as below: 

 Monday 15th  Feb – 5.30pm – (Grade 3/4 neighbourhood or Peter Davey/ BER building)               

 Wednesday 17th Feb – 5:30pm – (Grade 3/4 neighbourhood or Peter Davey/ BER building)              

 Thursday 18th  Feb – 9:00am  - (staffroom/After School Care room next to brick creek side 

toilets)              
A letter was sent home to relevant families yesterday outlining all the details.  

 

It’s Not Okay to be Away 

Children should attend school every day unless they are ill or have a valid reason for being away.  For example, a child’s birthday is 

not a reason for being away from school.  Studies show that children with more than 20 days of absence in a school year are seriously 

at risk in their learning.  They miss so much work and are not able to keep up with their peers!   

If your child is absent, please call the school and leave a message on the absence line, or advise the classroom teacher of the reason.  

Our school’s policy is for the classroom teacher to phone the parent for unexplained absences.  When your child returns to school, 

please send them with a signed written note, explaining the reason for the period of absence.   

Your support with regular attendance is appreciated.  

   

Children’s Medication  

If your child requires medication administered during school hours, please bring it to Sabina in the main office.  This includes Epipens 

and Ventolin which have been taken home over the holidays.  All medication must be in-date and clearly labelled.  

All medication is to be kept at the office.   

New up-to-date Asthma Management Plans should also be completed and returned to the school office. 
 

Please let us know if there’s anything further that we can do to support you here at WHPS. 

Andrew Schaeche,   
Principal 
 
PFG News 
Welcome Back! 

Welcome back to all in the school community - a new beginning, a new year!  We hope 2021 will allow us to organise and run 

more activities this year – last year was a very quiet one for PFG, as it was for most of us.  We look forward to a much busier year 

in 2021. 

Volunteering in PFG 

If you would like to do some volunteering around the school, and meet some other parents – PFG may be the group for you!  PFG 

(Parents and Friends Group) are a group of parents from the school community who organise, help and run activities and 

fundraising events within White Hills Primary School.  PFG welcomes all new parents/grandparents of students from our school 

who would like to be a part of our group and help with upcoming events.  Please feel free to attend any of our monthly meetings, 

which are usually held every first Monday of the month.  Look out for our AGM as well, which is coming up in February.  A flyer 

with more information will be distributed soon.  You can also ask at the school office for more information.   

Next Meeting 

Our first meeting will be Monday 15th February at 9.15am in the staffroom (which is the older wooden portable near the toilets, 

along the creek side). We welcome any newcomers, and younger siblings are welcome as well.  Come and have a cuppa and meet 

our little group to see what we are about. 

Thankyou from all PFG members 
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