White Hills Primary School No 1916
Week 10 Term 3 Thursday 17th September
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white.hills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be
lifelong learners. We are a community which caters for academic,
physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to
contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world.

Term 3 2020: Monday 13 July – Friday 18 September
Week 10
Friday 18 September

Last Day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal
Come in normal uniform today!

Term 4 2020: Monday 5 October – Friday 18 December
Week 1
Mon 5 October

Wednesday 7 October
Thursday 8 October
Week 2
Tuesday 13 October
Week 3
Mon 19 – Fri 23 Oct
Friday 23 October
Week 4
Wednesday 28 October
Week 5
Mon 2 – Fri 6 Nov
Monday 9 November
Wednesday 11 November
Wednesday 2 December
Friday 4 December
Friday 18 December

All students onsite
Hats On reminder!
Bring your drink bottles!
School Lunches commence today
Subway Lunches continue today
Hardcopy Booklists to go out

Book Week
AFL Grand Final Day Public Holiday
Bendigo Cup Day Public Holiday
Let’s Get Moving Catch Up
PFG Donut Day
Pupil Free Day
G4 Alternative Camp Activity Day
G2 Celebration Day
Last Day Term 4

End of Term Dismissal Tomorrow
Students who are on-site this week will be dismissed at 2.30pm on
Friday as it is the last day of Term 3. We will have recess from
2.00- 2.30pm, but due to Department of Education regulations, we
are unable to dismiss students until 2.30pm.
No Out of Uniform Day Tomorrow
For students onsite, there is no out of uniform day tomorrow, but
we have two special days planned for next term as fundraisers.
Sun Smart Reminder-‘It’s Hat Time of the Year Again’
A reminder to parents the school’s SunSmart policy requires
students to wear hats from September. All students will require a hat
for the start of Term 4. Hats can be purchased from the office for
$13. All students without a hat are required to be seated under the
hat tree during breaks.
Medical Information
With spring doing its thing, please bring in necessary medication for
your child’s asthma or hay fever symptoms.
The holidays are a great time to check your child’s hair for head lice
and eradicate if necessary.

Hi everyone,
On behalf of all our staff here at White Hills Primary School,
I would sincerely like to thank our students and their families
for all your support during this second phase of remote and
flexible learning. We know that it has been stressful and
challenging for many families but we are so thankful for your
persistence and determination to make this work as well as it
possibly could. We have received some wonderful feedback
from families such as the example below:
‘Just wanted to let you know that we’re so happy with how
WHPS has managed remote learning.
We have felt like there’s been an abundance of support, but
also no intense pressure, to achieve the kids’ tasks. The
teachers have been nothing but encouraging and engaging.
The only pressure the kids and I have felt regarding the school
work is what we place on ourselves.
The format of class dojo and the google drive has been really
easily managed by both kids. They’ve enjoyed the links, videos
and tasks (as much as two kids can that adore being at school
and who miss their friends and teachers desperately!).
Anyway, we wanted to send full compliments to all of the
WHPS staff for their dedication and effort this term. You’ve all
done a great job at managing this sudden and complicated
situation, and it’s been much appreciated’.
Regards, Kate and Drew

Regional and rural Victoria taking another step towards
COVID Normal
The Victorian Government announced yesterday that regional
and rural communities will progress to the Third Step of the
roadmap for reopening. As many of you now know, standalone
primary schools (like White Hills) will return to on-site
learning from Monday 5 October.

All students at White Hills PS will begin on
Monday 5th October.
We will be continuing with the end of school dismissal
arrangements we had in place last time all students were at
school.
 Parents/adults must avoid being on school grounds and
congregating at the gates.
 Parents not to use staff car park to drop off and pick up
students.
 If students are sick, they should stay at home.
 P-2 students and their siblings will be dismissed at 3.15
pm.
 Grades 3-6 will be dismissed at 3.30 pm. if they do not
have a sibling in Grade P-2.
 All students who are booked into After School Care to
stay in their classroom until the 3:30pm bell.
 Students to bring their own drink bottle.
The school will have some staff at the front and back gates
from 8.30am in the morning for the first few weeks to support
students to get into the school grounds.
If families have any queries please do not hesitate to contact
me.

School Council Summary
On Monday evening, school council convened online for the September meeting. The following items were discussed and/or ratified:
 A PFG Donut Day will take place on Monday 9th November to replace the Hot Cross Bun day we missed earlier in the
year. Thanks to Richardson’s Bakery and our Parents & Friends Group for organising this. Notes will be distributed early
in Term 4.
 The Parent Payment Arrangements policy was discussed. This document outlines the arrangements the school has in place
for 2021 parent payments. The document can be found on the school website under Useful Links-Policies at
https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/parent_payment_arrangements_2020.pdf
 2021 Booklists for each grade level were endorsed along with the excursions and camps document. These will be distributed
to families in week 2 of Term 4. All book packs will be ordered online for next year through Central Victorian Office
Supplies and families will be provided with a code to do this.
 An increase in Essential Items fees for every student in 2021 was discussed and approved. This fee was previously for
printing costs and was $10.00 a student. Next year there are two costs of $10.00 each; one for online subscriptions such as
Essential Assessment that all students access and use and the other is for Art consumables such as paint, glitter, paper etc.
 Netbook Computers and school technology was itemised. Actions to come from this include
 Moving back to non-touch Lenovo 11e units for Grade 5 students next year due to the increased costs
 Move to P-2 classes having iPads from 2021. The school will redistribute i-pads purchased previously to Grade P2 classes at one unit per 3 students.
 Move to 1:1 netbooks for Grade 4-6 beginning in 2022.
 Increase the family contribution netbook lease cost from $125 to $150 from 2022. This is still relatively cheap
compared to many other schools in the Bendigo network
 There will be a pupil free day on Wednesday 11th November to get started on moving classrooms to Stage 1 and decanting
Stage 2 in preparation for refurbishment.
Peppergreen Lunch Orders
Lunches will begin again on Wednesday 7th October.
ALL lunch orders for Wednesday and Friday need to be completed by 4.30pm the day before.
To encourage the recycle, reuse and reduce model we strongly recommend that students who order pasta/lasagne bring their own
cutlery (knife and fork).
The menu is on the school website or you can access it here:
https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/1593131175lunch_order_menu_peppergreen_farm_catering_2020.pdf
Subway Lunch Orders
Lunch orders will continue on a Thursday as they did previously. Instructions are on the school website under the Parent tab-useful
parent links.
https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/subsforyou_parentsheet_whps2018.pdf
Enrolments for 2020
At this stage, we have 69 students enrolled in Foundation (Prep) for next year. All siblings beginning next year and families living
in the zone should have already completed a full enrolment form. All those residing outside the school neighbourhood who
completed an interim enrolment form have been contacted and can now also complete a full enrolment form and bring a copy of
their child’s birth certificate and immunisation records to the office. We envisage an enrolment of about 80 Preps for the start of
the year.

REPEAT MESSAGES
Getting Ready For School Night-Prep Information
This session has been replaced with a PowerPoint presentation, which has been uploaded to the school website under the enrolment
tab. The below link will take you there.
https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/page/70
Camps Cancelled for 2020
Unfortunately, we have decided to cancel all our school camps for 2020. This includes the Grade Prep picnic, Grade 1 tea and Grade
2 sleepover. We have contacted many schools in Bendigo and most schools have done the same thing.
Teams may look at organising an alternative activity in Term 4 to replace camps. The school will refund money back to families,
including deposits unless there is outstanding money owed. The school is offering the opportunity to keep the money in credit for
future activities and/or next year. The only money that cannot be returned to families is CSEF money that has been allocated towards
the camp. This will be credited back into your child’s account. If CSEF money is not completely used by the end of the year, it is
transferred to next year (including Grade 6 students).
Please email or phone Trudy in the office and let her know what you would like her to do with any funds that have been paid towards
camps. Trudy.bawden@education.vic.gov.au

The photos above are the two makerspaces showing furnishings and lighting

The photo below right shows the new sun lab (previously the turtle enclosure). This will be able to be accessed from the art room,
library and classrooms. The photo below left shows the joinery that guides the traffic past the second art space (old brick area)

We wish all the students and their families a safe holiday period and I know most of them and all our staff are very keen to be
back on site from the beginning of Term 4 to see friends and get back to some sort of normality.
Please let us know if there’s anything we can do to support you here at WHPS.
Andrew Schaeche,
Principal

