
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Refurbishments Completed 

 

End of Term Dismissal-Early Finish-1.30pm 

Hi everyone, 

 

White Hills Primary School Christmas Concert 

How lucky and how exciting is it to have a school Christmas 

concert once again?  

This year, the children at White Hills Primary School will present 

a range of joyful and uplifting Christmas songs for their families 

to watch and enjoy, which is great news for everyone. Come 

along from 6:30pm on TUESDAY 14th DECEMBER, bring a 

picnic blanket or some chairs, pack some goodies in a basket or 

bring along some fish and chips, and relax and be entertained by 

your children in the Gardens of The Future in the White Hills 

Botanical Gardens (directly behind the school oval). 

On the night, each year level will sing a Christmas song and in 

between songs, awards will be presented to outgoing Grade 6 

students from our school. One lucky Grade 4 student is also 

awarded the prestigious Noel O’Brien Friendship Award. This 

award is named after the school’s former crossing supervisor and 

was established in 2011 in his honour. Noel was a very friendly 

person who knew the names of all the students who crossed the 

road. This award is presented to a Grade 4 student who 

demonstrates friendship and kindness to students, staff and the 

broader community and regularly exhibits the four values -

respect, responsibility resilience and aspire.   

Remember, the more the merrier, so I look forward to seeing you 

all there! 

Kaine Marsh (Music teacher) 

 

End of Term Dismissal - Early Finish - 1.30pm 

All students will be dismissed at 1.30pm on Friday, 17th   

December.  Children will have their normal lunch break at 

11.00am and then be dismissed at 1.30pm. There will be no 

assembly on this day. 

 

‘Bright Colours’ Out of Uniform Day – Last Day 2021 (Gold 

Coin Donation) 

On the last day of the term, students are permitted to be out of 

uniform and are encouraged to wear bright colours and must 

provide a gold coin donation for this privilege. Funds raised will 

be shared between Chloe and Sam, the students who have 

committed to having their hair cut to raise funds for Variety - The 

Children’s Charity.  

We remind families that students shoes must still have covered 

toes and no singlet tops to be worn as per the school’s sun smart 

policy.  

 

Orientation Day 

Earlier this week, Grade 6 students visited their respective 

secondary schools and next year’s Foundation students (preps) 

were here and met their classroom teacher and friends for 2022. 

There are 87 preps starting in 2022. All other students had the 

opportunity to move up to the next grade level to experience the 

learning spaces and meet some different teachers. Step-Up on 

Thursday 16th December will provide the opportunity for students 

to meet their classmates and teacher in 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Hills Primary School No 1916 
Week 10 Term 4 Thursday 9 December 2021  

P 54430799 

white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
  

    

At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to 

be lifelong learners.  We are a community which caters for 

academic, physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our 

students to contribute productively to an increasingly globalised 

world. 

 

 

Term 4 2021: Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 
 

Week 10 

Friday 10 December Grade 4 Pool Party 

   Grade 6 Major Excursion 

Week 11 

Monday 13 December School Council Meeting 

Tuesday 14 December Christmas Concert 6.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December Grade 5 & 6 Pool Party 

Thursday 16 December Grade 6 Graduation 

   5.30pm Students 

   7.00pm Parents 

Friday 17 December End Term 4 - 1.30pm 

   Out of Uniform Day “Bright Colours” 

 

Term Dates 2022 
 

Term 1 : Staff start – 28 January 

Students start – 31 January – 8 April 

Term 2 : 26 April – 24 June 

Term 3 : 11 July – 16 September 

Term 4 : 8 October – 20 December 
 

 

 

 

 

Peppergreen Farm Lunch Orders  

Please note that Peppergreen Farm Catering will have lunch orders 

open on Friday 17th December, the last day of the term.  

 

2022 Book Packs 

Log on to www.edplus.com.au and use the code from your letter 

that is unique to our school and your child's year level. 

All book pack orders are made online and are with Central 

Victorian Office Supplies (CVOS). 

It is preferred if book packs are completed online by 17th December 

2021, however they are accepted after this date, but a late fee may 

apply. 

If you have any queries or need assistance, please contact Sabina 

Riordan in the school office on 54430799 or via email at 

sabina.riordan@education.vic.gov.au 
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Transition at White Hills 

A note was sent home outlining what our school provides to prepare students to transition to the following year. This includes the 

following: 

• During term 4, students visit the learning neighbourhood that they will be in next year. 

• Older students talk with and answer questions from younger students 

• Orientation Day - (Tuesday 7th December) students spent time visiting classrooms and teachers for next year including Preps 

and Grade 6 to Year 7 

• ‘Step Up Day’ (Thursday 16th December) students visit their classroom for next year with their teacher for next year (where 

possible) 

• Kinder to school transition sessions and information sessions with parents 

• Primary to secondary sessions including online questions and answers, transition coordinators visiting our school to speak with 

students and small group visits to the school 

 

REPEAT NOTICES 
Teaching Staff for 2022 

 Next year, the school will function in 27 classrooms and teaching staff in each year level will be as follows:  

 

Grade Teacher 

Foundation 
(Prep) 

Emma Roberts 

Foundation 
(Prep) 

Jeanine Fitzgerald 

Foundation 
(Prep) 

Pauline Englefield 

Foundation 
(Prep) 

J’aime Perryman 

1 Dinah Freeman  

1 Lauren Kilcullen / Emma Allan  

1 Liz Stewart 

2   Kylie Pitt 

2 Jolene Travaglia /Ainslee 
Donaldson  

2 Sarah Wood  

2 Gayle Millard  

3 Jaime Gray  

3 Carly Van Den Heuvel  

3 Caitlin McQueen 

4 Sophie Spedding 

4 Sally Coburn 

4 Alison O’Neill 

4 Chris Connaughton 

5 Hayley Robins  

5 Kathryn Treloar 

5 Eddy Dickins 

5 Daniel Wridgway 

5 Alison Hawkey/ Kristy Bateman  

6 Roger Byron 

6 Jade Deppeler /Bec Woods  

6 Ash Sherlock 

6 Jaide Berg  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Specialist staff will remain the same for next year except for Chinese. 

 

Subject Staff Members 

Art Monique White  

Cadi Watchman 

Music Kaine Marsh 

Physical 
Education 

Stewart Scoble 

Jac Tanner  

Chinese Wendy Hung 

 

 

Uniforms- Bob Stewart 

I have had confirmation that our school is now up on the website, families can now see the uniform and prices. Once the new stock 

has arrived, families will be able to purchase and make appointments through the website. 

The price list is also able to be downloaded and printed from the website 

Bob Stewart is also providing the reader bags. These do not contain the school logo but are available in various colours.  

BOB STEWART P/L 

108 High Street Bendigo VIC 3550 

T: 03 90367370 

Website: www.bobstewart.com.au  

 

Let Us Know If You Are Moving 

If your child / children will not be attending White Hills PS in 2022, please let us know now, as this information is crucial for 

planning. 

 

COVID Safe Behaviours 

A reminder that we go back to the same COVID safe behaviours we set up prior to this short lockdown. 

I would also like to reiterate the following to keep our school safe and reduce the impact of COVID:   

• Adults are required to wear a mask  

• Where possible, we are encouraging parents/guardians to pick up and drop off children from the school gates 

• Avoid congregating around entrances and exits and observe physical distancing rules of 1.5 metres 

• We ask that parents/guardians do not enter classrooms at this time 

• Parents/Guardians can enter the office if it is absolutely essential and must register using our QR code 

  

QR Codes and Record Keeping 

The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is now mandatory in all schools to enable the effective contact 

tracing of any COVID-19 cases. This requirement will continue into Term 3 until further notice. 

QR code check ins are required to be used by: 

• all visitors on school site (including contractors, external Department staff and building and maintenance staff) 

• all parents who enter school buildings when on school site 

QR code check ins are not required to be used by: 

• staff  

• students 

• parents who come onto school grounds for drop off or pick up, but do not enter buildings. 

 

COVID-19 Safe Behaviours 

One of the most important things we can do to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in our community is to stay at home 

when we are unwell, even when we have the mildest of symptoms. 

If a child has any of the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) outlined below, however mild, they should get tested and they must 

remain at home until they receive their results: 

• fever 

• chills or sweats 

• cough 

• sore throat 

• shortness of breath 

• runny nose 

• loss of sense of smell or taste. 

In certain circumstances headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea may also be considered 

symptoms. 

A child must stay at home until they are symptom free, even if their coronavirus (COVID-19) test is negative. 

If a person has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or been identified as a close contact they must isolate/quarantine until 

they receive clearance from DHHS. 

http://www.bobstewart.com.au/


 

Stay home when unwell  

The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19, is to ensure that any 

unwell students remain at home and get tested, even with the mildest of symptoms.  

Students with underlying conditions (such as hay fever or asthma) 

If a student has persistent symptoms due to an underlying condition such as hay fever or asthma, the student should still be tested 

for COVID-19 if they develop symptoms that are different to or worse than their usual symptoms.  

Parents/carers should also consider getting a medical certificate from their treating GP to confirm that it is safe for them to attend 

school with persistent symptoms that may overlap with some of the symptoms of COVID-19 such as cough or runny nose. 

Young children with persistent mild symptoms 

Younger children (Prep to Grade 2) may have prolonged post-viral symptoms such as a runny nose or cough and may return to 

school following a negative COVID-19 test even if they are not completely free of symptoms. They will need a medical certificate 

from their GP to confirm they are otherwise well or have recovered from their acute illness. 

Any worsening of symptoms will require review and repeat COVID-19 testing, if considered appropriate by the doctor. 

Students with a negative COVID-19 test whose symptoms have completely resolved do not need a medical certificate to return to 

the school. 

 

INFORMATION TO SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

To better support schools to manage COVID-19 cases, the Department of Education and Training (DET) and the Department of 

Health (DH) have revised how COVID-19 cases will be managed in schools and I wanted to share some information with families 

to let you know what will happen if we were to receive a positive case at school. I thought that it was important to provide more 

information on what occurs during a school closure so that you can be prepared for this scenario should it happen.  Much of this 

information is changing rapidly and schools are only provided with some information after a confirmed case is reported.  This makes 

it hard to be fully prepared for such circumstances. Please note the information below is guidance only and is subject to change in 

the event of a positive case. 

 

What happens if a child tests positive: 

•              If your child or children test/s positive you need to inform the school as soon as possible either via phone or via email.  We 

will need to obtain information from you about the date of the test and the date of the result along with other relevant information 

about your child’s movements and their symptoms. 

•              After the school receives this notification, we contact the Department of Education and raise an alert which prompts the 

School Closure Team to contact the school. They obtain key information about the details of the case and determine the next steps. 

•              If it is deemed necessary by the Department of Health, the school will be closed for 24 hours, however this may be extended 

if there are additional cases reported in this time, or if contact tracing is not complete.  Please note that it is not my call as to whether 

the school closes, I receive an official order from the Regional Director and have to comply with this order.  

•              The school then moves forward to contact tracing and contacting parents of children who may be considered a Primary 

Close Contact (PCC) of the positive case.  PCCs are likely to be limited to those in the same class as the confirmed COVID-19 case. 

However, this will also depend on the level of compliance with face-mask requirements and how much classes might have mixed. 

•              If your child is considered a PCC they will be required to quarantine at home for 14 days, monitor for symptoms and inform 

the school if they test positive.  If this is a whole class, during this time we will run Remote Learning for that class.  If your child is 

12 and over and is double vaccinated, they only have to quarantine for 7 days. 

 

If the school is closed what happens 

•              I will send a School Closure notice via Class Dojo from a template provided by the Department of Education. If you know 

of someone in our community who may not be aware of this, please reach out and let them know. Please note that this notification 

may come at any time, so it is important to monitor Class Dojo messages. 

•              A school closures means that no-one is allowed onsite which means no Before or After School Care or Onsite Supervision 

will occur. 

•              Please do not call the school during this time, there will be no-one onsite to answer the phone.  The best way to contact us 

is via email.  Please keep in mind that if you or your child are a PCC we will contact you. 

•              While the school is closed, cleaning is undertaken, with a focus on high touch areas.  

•              The school will be given notification to extend the closure or to re-open and we will confirm this with the community via 

Class Dojo. 

•              All students can then return to school unless they have been identified as a Primary Close Contact (PCC). 

 

Are we prepared?  

As always throughout the past 18 months the staff at our school have been preparing for this. There will be challenges and glitches, 

but as a flexible and growth mindset-orientated community, we will be understanding, patient and forgiving. We receive regularly 

updated guidance from the Department of Education and have developed our own school plans and Covid Safe actions to keep our 

staff, children and wider community as safe as possible. These school guidelines will continue to be communicated to families via 

Class Dojo and includes things such as staggered and separated drop off and pick up, limiting movement and visitors onsite and 

limited mixing of students onsite. 

 

What can we do at home to support your child/ren in the event of a school closure? 

The best thing that you can do is to remain calm and be supportive of your children. Just like adults, they will go through a range of 

emotions and be challenged by these times. Remind your children to bring home their belongs daily. Practice and encourage them to 



 

uphold high levels of hygiene, social distancing and mask wearing where possible. Resources from organisations such as Emerging 

Minds and Raising Children Network are very useful to support you to have some of these conversations at home. 

 

We are hoping that we do not have to experience a school closure or positive case, but the reality is that it is quite likely that we 

will.  I ask that if you get notified of a school closure that you remain calm and be assured that we will contact you personally if your 

child is a PCC.  Please keep in mind that our focus during this time needs to be on contact tracing and if you have a non-urgent issue, 

we ask if you could please wait until after the school re-opens.  

I hope that this has provided some clarity and allows you to have some level of preparedness for a future school closure.  Thank you 

in advance for your cooperation and understanding during these complex times. 

 

 

WHPS Students Fundraising for Charity 

 

Currently WHPS has several students fundraising to support various charities. 

On behalf of the school community, I wish to congratulate these students for 

putting others before themselves; this is both admirable and noble. Sam C from 

5L chopped off all of his hair on Saturday 27/11 to be made into a wig for 

someone who has lost their hair due to a medical condition. Please help him and 

raise funds for Variety through the following link. 

https://hairwithheart.variety.org.au/s/6126/6126/e 

Wigs cost families up to $6,000, lasting 1-2 years, meaning families can spend 

tens of thousands of dollars on the purchase of wigs throughout a child’s youth.  

By making a donation to Variety - the Children's Charity, you can help provide 

a wig or other vital equipment to a child in need.  Thank you for helping kids in 

need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chloe is chopping her hair and we need your help! 

Chloe has made the decision to make a difference by cutting and donating her long hair 

to be made into a wig for someone who has lost their hair due to a medical condition. 

Chloe will be chopping her hair to shoulder length (over 30cm) in her classroom on 

Monday December 13th @ 9am if more than $500 can be raised. She is already well on 

the way with nearly $400 already being donated to her cause. 

Wigs cost up to $6,000, lasting 1-2 years, meaning families can spend tens of thousands 

of dollars on the purchase of wigs throughout a child’s youth. By making a donation to 

Variety - the Children's Charity, you can help provide a wig or other vital equipment to a 

child in need. Thank you for helping kids in need. 

 

On the last day of term, Friday December 17th the school’s out of uniform day theme is 

wear ‘Bright Colours’. Students are required to bring a gold coin donation to be out of 

uniform. Fundraising from this day will be donated to Chloe’s charity. Families can also 

donate at https://hairwithheart.variety.org.au/s/4765/4765/s 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let us know if there’s anything further that we can do to support you here at WHPS. 
Andrew Schaeche,   
Principal 
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WHPS Students of the week – Teacher Choice Awards – Term 4 2021 (3rd December) – Week 9 Assembly 

 
 

Class Student Name  Awarded for 

2P Blake W  For always working as hard as he can and showing kindness to others. 

2Y Harry L  For always showing respect to his peers and teachers. 

2M Kayden C  For showing wonderful resilience and aspiration in literacy activities this week.  Excellent 

work Kayden! 

2WD Max D  For displaying a great attitude to his learning this week and making great choices! 

1F Jordyn W  For always aspiring to be the best learner she can and putting in 100% effort with 

everything she does all year along! 

1T Emily T & 

Adrian G 

 For always aspiring to connect personal experiences to class discussions. 

Prep E Isabella B  For showing amazing and awesome resilience when making her toy design in inquiry! 

Prep F Naw Kyu K  For amazing confidence and participation in all her activities this week! 

Prep R Izaiah R  

 Layla R 

 For aspiring to always follow our Class Expectations. 

For aspiring to always follow our Class Expectations. 

Prep P Patrick N  For being a kind and thoughtful member of the classroom. 

Art  

Mrs Watchman 

Yee Shae S  For always aspiring to do his best in Art! 

Chinese Award 

Ms Zhang 

Samuel P  For always having a positive attitude towards learning and giving his 100% effort in 

Chinese. 



 

 

Class Student Name Awarded for  

3D Charlotte W For always being a kind and trustworthy member of our class. 

3V Lexi D For being an honest and kind member of the classroom. 

3G Jagger H For consistently displaying all four school values all year. 

4R Kobie S For his excellent behaviour on our Grade 4 excursion. 

4W Audrey K For showing great sportsmanship at ten pin bowling. 

4C Holly N For the care and responsibility she showed to others while enjoying the Grade 4 

excursion. 

4CM Ayden B For showing responsibility during our Grade 4 excursion. 

4O Tayra H For always displaying all of the school values. 

5HB  All the grade 5 students who have been fantastic on camp. 

5B  All the grade 5 students who have been fantastic on camp. 

5M  All the grade 5 students who have been fantastic on camp. 

5L  All the grade 5 students who have been fantastic on camp. 

6DW Zara W For being the student who picks up after others without being asked, even though the 

mess or rubbish isn’t hers! 

6D Brock C For always being a great sport when playing games. 

6S Macey T For continually helping others and her amazing resilience this week. 
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PFG News 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Raffle  
Thankyou to all those who bought tickets for our Christmas Raffle.  Wishing you all good luck!  14 lucky winners will be drawn at 

assembly tomorrow.  

 

Thank you to our outgoing members 
A huge thank you to all our outgoing PFG members for this year.  A huge thank you to a long-time member Kelly Adcock, who 

has been a very active and generous volunteer within PFG.  She has contributed much of her personal time and energy to help in a 

variety of ways over the years.  Her generosity will not be forgotten.  From all PFG members – thank you Kelly. 

 

Thank you from all PFG members 
 

 
  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
YMCA School Holiday Program  

 

Bookings are now open for our exciting Summer School Holiday Program! Incursions and Excursions are back for Summer. Check 

out our program and book online! 

https://childrensprograms.ymca.org.au/school-holiday-programs/bendigo  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchildrensprograms.ymca.org.au%2Fschool-holiday-programs%2Fbendigo&data=04%7C01%7CJudith.Turner%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6c79bd67e7724643b91b08d9b0672803%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637734779363558742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3hqUj5v3Hg%2BNXIyCMymrrxW2Y%2BPl%2BsGBXlay8UZ2%2FLU%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 
  

Hi Everyone,  

Are you looking for a fun sport for summer that’s indoors?  

Bunjil Basketball Club are looking for players for the upcoming summer competition.  

To enter the Stadium at the moment all players and spectators over 12 need to be doubled vaccinated.   

We welcome all levels, especially beginner players.  

All you need to do is bring a smile!   

Girls & Boys Primary:  

Under 10’s (born 2013,2014)  

Under 12’s (born 2011, 2012)  

Under 14’s (born 2009,2010)    

Girls & Boys Secondary:  

Under 16’s (born 2008, 2007)  

Under 18’s (born 2004, 2006)  

Adult  

Women (Wednesday Competition)  

Men (Monday Competition)  

For more information contact Amanda on 0429 944 457.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inc   

Bunjil Basketball Club Inc©  



 

 

Bendigo Education Plan (BEP) 

 

 
 
The Bendigo Education Plan is delivered through government schools in Bendigo and supported by many local organisations and 

businesses. 

 

The BEP aims to improve education outcomes for our students as they move through their education journey in Bendigo.  

 

Its focus is to bring our community together, share resources and experiences across education, business and industry in Bendigo.  

 

The final touches are being made to a community newsletter, The BEP Scoop, to be released before the end of the year. 

 

The BEP Scoop is bi-annual and will showcase some of the fantastic work being done by our Bendigo community and highlight 

how you can get involved. 

 

Subscribe now to make sure you catch the first edition. 
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