White Hills Primary School No 1916
Week 6 Term 4 Thursday 12 November
P 54430799 F 54437222
white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au

At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be
lifelong learners. We are a community which caters for academic,
physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to
contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world.

Term 4 2020: Monday 5 October – Friday 18 December
Week 6
Friday 13 November
Week 7
Monday 16 November
Tuesday 17 November
Week 8
Thursday 26 November
Friday 27 November
Week 9
Wednesday 2 December
Thursday 3 December
Friday 4 December
Week 10
Mon 7 – Fri 11 December
Week 11
Friday 18 December
Wednesday 20 January
Saturday 23 January

Last Day Parent Opinion Survey
Student Placement Requests close 4pm
2021 Prep Familiarisation Session
2021 Prep Familiarisation Session
2021 Prep Familiarisation Session
2021 Prep Familiarisation Session
G4 Camp Activity Payment due 4pm
G4 Alternative Camp Activity Day
G1 Celebration Day, Botanical Gardens
G2 Celebration Day
Last Day online book pack orders

Last Day Term 4 – 1.30pm dismissal
Book pack pickup day – School sport shed
Book pack pickup day – School sport shed

Term 1 2021: Wednesday 27 January – Thursday 1 April
Access to Stage 1 of the Building Project
From 9-20 November we are moving furniture into Stage 1 of the
building project as it is ready for occupancy. Current Grade 1 and
2 students and teachers are moving into the new classrooms along
with our two art teachers. Camp Australia (before and after school
care) will be utilising the second art space for the last four weeks
of this year before moving over to the creek side portable next year.
I have included a few photos before furniture, books etc. were taken
into our newly refurbished rooms.
Grade 3 and 4 students will occupy the BER or Peter Davey
building from now on and the Grade 5 & 6 classes will function
from the portables previously occupied by the Grade 3 classrooms.
The contractors take ownership of Stage 2 (second half of the main
building including the administration area) from Monday 23 rd
November. Reception and office staff will move to the portable
closest to Plumridge Street near the school crossing during Stage 2
of the project. Stage 2 is due for completion about August next
year.

PINK Out of Uniform Day
Donations raised from the Pink Day held a couple of weeks ago have
continued to increase and now stands at a whopping $3577.60!
Again, congratulations to Kaylee and Laynee C and the family for
organising this activity and for their fundraising efforts also.
The money will be donated to the Oncology unit at the Bendigo
hospital at the family’s request.

Hi everyone,
Parent 2021 Student Placement Request:
Closes Tomorrow 4.00pm Friday 13th November
The process of allocating children to grades is very complex,
with teachers and coordinators spending many days
developing class groups based upon sound educational factors.
Class teachers have already worked with children to nominate
five (5) of their friends who they believe they would work well
with. We endeavour to place students with at least one (1) of
their nominated friends.
We consider the following factors when determining grades:
 Even distribution of academic ability within grades
 Separation of children who do not work well together
 Gender balance
 Interpersonal development
 Friendship groups
 Attitude & maturity
 Individual needs and behaviour.
Parents are invited to put in writing a placement request based
upon educational and social factors only.
Naming of a preferred class teacher is NOT part of this
process.
 Written requests are to be addressed to Andrew
Schaeche,
Principal,
or
via
email
at
Andrew.schaeche@education.vic.gov.au by 4.00pm
Friday 13th November.
 Verbal requests will NOT be considered.
 Late written requests will NOT be considered.
 Only this year’s letters will be considered, so do not rely
on previous letters (or conversations) with the Principal or
Assistant Principal from past years.
 Parents should be aware that requests can place significant
limitations on options for placement and there is no
guarantee that a request can be met.
 You will be advised in writing of your child’s allocated
grade for 2021 on Friday, 11th December.
Donut Day Thank you
Thanks again to Leah Wilson and The Elmore Bakery for
providing the 708 donuts ordered across the school on
Monday. Everyone who had one or more donuts thoroughly
enjoyed them.
2021 Book Packs
So far 191/420 families have logged on and ordered books for
next year. 2021 book pack information has been released. Log
on to www.edplus.com.au and use the code from your letter
that is unique to our school and your child's year level.
All book pack orders are made online and are with Central
Victorian Office Supplies (CVOS).
Book packs will need to be completed online by 4th December
2020.
If you have any queries or need assistance please contact
Sabina Riordan in the school office on 54430799 or via email
at sabina.riordan@education.vic.gov.au

Our new spaces are looking fabulous!

REPEAT MESSAGES
Chicken Pox
We have had an active case at school.
Smile Squad Dental Van to Return
From Monday 9th November the Smile Squad Dental Service we had earlier in the year will return to complete the dental checks they
started prior to COVID-19. Some families will be required to complete an additional form for their child to be able to be seen by the
dental team. These will be sent home soon. There will be an opportunity for families who did not register last time to be also included
in this program. Forms are available at the office for collection. Students who require further treatment following the check-up will
be referred to the Bendigo hospital.
Let Us Know If You Are Moving
If your child / children will not be attending White Hills PS in 2021, please let us know now, as this information is crucial for
planning.
Prep Familiarisation Days
At this stage, we envisage approximately 70 new prep students will be starting at White Hills in 2021.
Our Familiarisation Days will be held on Monday, 16th and Tuesday, 17th November and on Thursday 26th and Friday 27th November.
Regretfully we are unable to offer a Parent information Session on site due to the current COVID 19 restrictions. However, we are
offering an online parent information session that will provide the opportunity to ask us any questions regarding our school.

2020 Parent Opinion Survey last day Friday 13th November
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
The school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered
by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted in all state schools. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an
understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and
flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
Yesterday all parents were emailed and invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This
year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be open until Friday 13th November. If you did not receive an invitation letter or do not have
an email address but would like to complete the survey, hard copies of the invitation can be collected at the office.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the
fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
The survey results will be communicated to parents through annual reporting or via the school council minutes.
Parents have been emailed the link to the survey along with the school pin.
Please speak to me if you would like more information.
So far approximately 13% (55) of parents have completed the survey. We are hoping to get at least 25%.
Drink Bottles Required
With the drinking bubble taps switched off due to COVID restrictions, students are required to bring their own drink bottle to school.
These can be filled at specific taps throughout the school.
As the weather warms up we are worried about students not drinking any water if they do not have a drink bottle at school.
Please ensure your child brings their own drink bottle to school every day.
Centrepay an option to manage school costs in 2021
What is Centrepay?
Centrepay is a free direct bill-paying service offered to customers receiving Centrelink payments. Through Centrepay you can choose
to pay bills by having a regular amount deducted from your payments and transferred electronically to an approved Centrepay
organisation.
Why use Centrepay?
Centrepay is voluntary. Customers who choose to use Centrepay benefit from its convenience and security knowing that their bills
are under control. Instead of having large bills every month or quarter, your bills are paid in manageable amounts from your payments,
making it easier for you to budget.
How do I set up Centrepay?
The school office is happy to assist and support eligible families to set up Centrepay or you can follow the steps below.
Step 1: sign in and access the main menu. Sign into myGov and select your Centrelink online account to access the main menu and
your homepage. ...
Step 2: add a new Centrepay deduction. ...
Step 3: choose a service provider. ...
Step 4: enter the details of your deduction. ...
Step 5: review and submit. ...
Step 6: sign out.
Centrelink online account help - deduction https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/adding-newcentrepay-deduction-using-your-centrelink-online-account
This might be a viable option to help families manage the school costs including camps as we know that the CSEF (Camps, Sports
Excursion Funds) of $125 generally covers the cost of Part B of the book pack (gymnastics, swimming, incursions and excursions)
but not the camps. Trudy in the office along with our Chaplain Ricky Cawley as they have had experience in supporting families to
set this up in previous years.
Term Planners
Parents can access the Grade Term Planners on the school’s website at https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/page/58/Curriculum
Term Planners outline the key focus areas in English, Maths and Integrated studies for the term.
Please let us know if there’s anything we can do to support you here at WHPS.
Andrew Schaeche,
Principal

PFG News
Christmas Hamper Raffle
We are holding a Christmas Hamper Raffle this year, with many fantastic hampers to be won. Raffle books have
been sent home with the eldest in the family this week. Tickets cost $1.00 each, with $20.00 worth of tickets in
each book. (Additional books are available from the office)
Please send in your hamper donations!
We are in need of donations for our Christmas Hampers, and each family is asked to donate a nonperishable item or items towards our hamper prizes. As it has been a very unusual year for families, we
understand if some of you may find you are unable to donate – so please do not feel pressured if you cannot afford
to. If at all possible please have your child bring the item/s to the office and place in the ‘Christmas Hamper Donations Box’ – to
lessen the amount of people coming onto school grounds. Otherwise an adult can drop them off also.
Items you can donate could be: Christmas cookies, puddings, tarts, jellies, lollies, chocolates, canned fruit or
vegetables, wrapping paper, story books, ribbon, serviettes, bon-bons, decorations, novelty items, activity
books, cake mix, savoury snacks, toys, craft items, chips and general food items for making meals. Please
make sure the items are non-perishable and the ‘use by’ date is current.
To enable the hampers to be made up, it would be appreciated if donations could be left at the office by
Friday, 27th November
All books and money or any unsold tickets need to be returned to the office no later than Monday 7th
December. The raffle will be drawn on Friday 11th December at school assembly.
Thankyou from all PFG members.

News from the Turtle Pond!
This week, ‘Cheeky Boy’ and his turtle friends have been in and out
of the pond enjoying the warmer weather. Mrs. Ellis has been
visiting with lots of preps this week, with the students having a turn
at feeding the turtles. ‘Cheeky Boy’ has especially been greedy and
eaten a bit too much – he may need to go up a shell size if he keeps
eating too much! Sam has been busy adding even more colours.
More news, next week!

Library Mural Survey
A few weeks ago, a survey form went home regarding the Library Mural. It was not compulsory to
fill out and return, however, if students would like to have their ideas possibly included into the
mural please post them back into the school post box by Wednesday 18th November – this is a week
later than noted on the form, as Wed 11th is a Pupil Free Day.
Your input and ideas are greatly appreciated!
Thankyou from Samantha Lempio-Franklin, Anne Morrison (Librarian) and WHPS.

Students of the Week – Week 5, Term 4
CLASS

NAME

AWARDED FOR….

CLASS

NAME

PF

Mason

Great ‘shimmy’ movement in ‘Let’s Get
Moving’ and being so dedicated!
Aspiring to be a better reader by focusing on
her strategies independently

4B

Nathyn

Being a responsible member of our Grade and
leading by example

Working very hard blending letter sounds to
read
Being a helpful learning partner in the
classroom
Always bringing a positive attitude to
school each day!
Always tuning into her learning and giving
her best effort
Always contributing to classroom
discussions
Aspiring to be his best

4E

Ryder

Always being a respectful student and striving to do
his best in all areas

4CN

Ava &
Emily

Aspiring to do their best in all learning areas

4R

Brynn

Her improved ability to refine her writing

5B

Amber

Her brilliant moves in ‘Let’s Get Moving’

5L

Ryder

Persisting during ‘Let’s Get Moving’

5S

Ashton

5M

Caitlin

6W

Jonah

6D

Blake

6P

Latisha

6MW

Fenian

Sport

Jett M

His wonderful independent work on his discussion
text and his dedication in maths lessons
Her thoughtful insights during sharing time of our
mentor text
Experimenting with new vocabulary and unleashing
his inner poet
Being an awesome positive class member in all
activities and applying an outstanding effort in
‘Let’s Get Moving’
Always aspiring to be her best in all that she does
both inside the classroom and out in the playground
His thoughtful insights into our Young Dark Emu
book study and for always offering his educated
opinions in class
His excellent cricket skills

Willow
PS

Danielle
Eli

PR

Wyatt
Alirah

PM

Abbie
Kallum

1BW

Angeline

1F

Levi

1T

Manha

1H

Ryan

2AK

Mitchell

2P

Liam

2Y

Olivia

2M

Roy

3M

Ellen

3J

Flinn &
Aurora

Always aspiring to do her best and being an
absolute pleasure to have in 1BW
Being a superstar worker who always
aspires to do his best
Her enthusiastic performance during Let’s
Get Moving
Being a star performer during the Let’s Get
Moving performance
Aspiring to be his best by working hard to
improve his writing
Showing resilience and working very hard

Aspiring to do her best to work out the
meaning of unknown words when reading
Always aspiring to do his best in class and
for demonstrating whole body listening on
the floor
A great improvement in her reading
comprehension
Listening carefully during Let’s Get Moving
and for their fabulous performance

2P

Chinese
4E

3G

Mia

Approaching everything with enthusiasm
and always having a positive attitude!

Music
P-2

3-6

3MB

Bridie

3D

Liam

Showing resilience when getting stung by a
bee!
Demonstrating resilience and aspiring to do
his best work this week

PF

Oriana S
&
Ellen H

AWARDED FOR

Tuning into their learning and actively engaging in
the Chinese learning activities
Their undivided attention in class
Well done to a really great session of song writing
using the Song Maker program, lots of really
interesting and catchy beats to listen to.
It was with tremendous surprise when these two
girls began singing the latest band song, lanterns,
with absolute talent. These two girls always work
hard at home and school on their piano skills, but to
hear them sing was overwhelming

