White Hills Primary School No 1916
Week 1, Term 1 Thursday 30th January
Ph 54430799 F 54437222
white.hills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be
lifelong learners. We are a community which caters for academic,
physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to
contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world.

Term 1 2020: Tuesday 28 January – Friday 27 March
Week 1
Friday 31 January

First Day Prep students 8.50am
Canteen closed

Week 2
Monday 3 February

P&F Meeting 9.05am in staffroom

Week 3
Wednesday 12 February
Thursday 13 February

Netbook Info Session
Netbook Info Session

Week 4
Mon 17-Fri 28 February
Tuesday 18 February
Wednesday 19 February
Friday 21 February

Goal Setting Interviews
Family Start Up BBQ
Baseball Clinic

School Photos

Week 5
Monday 24 February

Dental Screening starts today

Week 6
Tues 3 – Wed 4 March

Cyber Safety Sessions

Week 7
Monday 9 March
Wednesday 11 March
Wed 11 – Fri 13 March
Thursday 12 March
Friday 13 March

Labour Day Holiday
First Wednesday for Preps
This Way North – Music Workshops
Division Volleyball
Last day Dental Screening

Week 8
Tues 17 – Thurs 19 March

This Way North – Music Workshops

Week 9
Mon 23 – Fri 27 March
Friday 27 March
Friday 10 April
Monday 13 April

G 3-6 Swimming
Last Day Term 1 – 2.30pm Dismissal
Good Friday
Easter Monday

Term 2 2020: Tuesday 14 April – Friday 26 June
Saturday 25 April

Anzac Day

Term 3 2020: Monday 13 July – Friday 18 September
Term 4 2020: Monday 5 October – Friday 18 December

Hi everyone,
A warm welcome back to all our students and their families
and staff to the 2020 school year. I hope everyone has had a
pleasant holiday and you managed to avoid the heat! We
predict that the children are ready for a busy Term 1 after a
long summer break. I would like to especially welcome new
students and families to our school and I hope that your
partnership with us at White Hills will be an enjoyable and
positive experience.

Hot Start to the Year
As the temperature is expected to be above 36 degrees today
and tomorrow, we will closely monitor the temperature and
activate the school’s heat policy as required. This means
students remain inside during break times.

Communication with Staff at WHPS
We take great pride in providing many options for
communication between parents and staff. We will continue to
use staff work emails and Class Dojo for communication
between home and school. A letter will be sent home with all
students tomorrow that has your child’s teacher’s email
address and all specialist staff. We have policies to support our
communication processes and they can be found on the
school’s website at www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au. We strongly
encourage all families to read these documents so that
everyone understands how we expect these communication
options to be used.
The key message that we want all families to understand is
that both Class Dojo and staff email addresses are not instant
messaging options. If you need to contact the school or your
child’s teacher about urgent matters please phone the school
on 54430799.

Newsletter Online: Your Email Address is Required
The newsletter is posted online each week on a Thursday.
Hard copies of the newsletter are NOT sent home.
Please fill out a parent email form (available at the office if
you have not already notified us), or you can subscribe through
our website at www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au. Each Thursday
you will receive an email notifying you that the newsletter is
available on the school’s website. Click on the email link to
access the newsletter.

Fundraiser on the Last Day for Bendigo Health
Goal Setting Interviews: Make a Booking Online
These interviews will be held at the school between Monday 17th
February and Friday, 28th February.
Each child will be given a note tomorrow that provides
instructions on how parents can make an online booking for Goal
Setting Interviews. If you do not have access to the internet, please
see your child’s classroom teacher to book a time.
Bookings close at 4.00pm on Monday, 17th February. The interview
is strictly 10 minutes and involves you and your child meeting with
the class teacher to negotiate learning goals for the first part of the
year. If you have other matters you wish to discuss with your child’s
teacher, please contact them to organise an alternative meeting time.

Our ‘Out of Uniform Day’ on the last day of Term 4 2019
yielded $275.60 that will be donated to Bendigo Health as part
of an ongoing commitment to fundraising by the school.

Uniform Shop Changes
Due to school renovations, there will be some changes to how the uniform shop operates.
Orders will be available through Qkr and/or order forms and payment can be left at the office at any time. Orders will then be
delivered to your child’s classroom within a week of ordering. If there is need to try on uniforms, it will be by appointment only.
Tuesday morning between 9 & 10am, from Term 2 onwards. To make an appointment, please contact the office (ph. 54430799).
We apologise for the inconvenience in Term 1 as this is a volunteer service, your patience is greatly appreciated.
For any queries, feel free to contact Kim on 0402800270

Start Up Barbeque: Tuesday 18th February 6.00pm
To begin the year, a ‘Start Up Barbeque’ will be held on Tuesday, 18th February from 6:00pm at the school, with all school families
invited.
Free sausages in bread and cordial will be provided.
Teachers from grades Prep-6 will also be running ‘information booths’ where parents can ask teachers about school/year level
requirements & programs in an informal setting. These information booths replace the Parent Information Nights for grades 1-6 that
we have conducted in previous years.
The Start Up Barbeque is a great opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and other families within the school community.
For catering purposes, please fill out the attached slip and return it to the office Post box no later than 4.00pm Friday,
14th February. We look forward to seeing you there.

Compulsory Netbook Sessions: Grade 5 Students & New Grade 6 Students
2020 Grade 5 parents and students (and new Grade 6 parents and students) will be required to attend a compulsory information
session. The School Netbook Program will be outlined in the session and parents and students will sign an Acceptable Use
Agreement.
Students will not be able to take their Netbook home until the $125 contribution has been paid and the student and a parent
have attended a Netbook Information Session.
Netbook Info Sessions will all be conducted as below:





Tuesday 12th Feb – 5.30pm – (6D and 6P Room-main building)
Thursday 12th Feb – 9.15am – (Multi-Purpose room)
Tuesday 18th Feb – 5.30pm - (6D and 6P Room-main building)

A letter will be sent home to relevant families on Monday 3rd February.

Process for Late Arrival or Early Departure: It’s a Safety Issue
If a student arrives late to school, or departs early (for a valid reason), they must be signed in or out by an approved adult at the
school office in the Sign In/Out book. Parents must NOT collect a child directly from the school yard or classroom. This is a
parental duty of care and child safety issue. A tear off slip from the Sign In/Out book must be provided to the class teacher for a
late arrival or early departure. Latecomers are NOT to go directly to their classroom. Your support with this process is
appreciated.

It’s Not Okay to be Away
Children should attend school every day unless they are ill or have a valid reason for being away. For example, a child’s birthday is
not a reason for being away from school. Studies show that children with more than 20 days of absence in a school year are seriously
at risk in their learning. They miss so much work and are not able to keep up with their peers!
If your child is absent, please call the school and leave a message on the absence line or advise the classroom teacher of the reason.
Our school’s policy is for the classroom teacher to phone the parent for unexplained absences. When your child returns to school,
please send them with a signed written note, explaining the reason for the period of absence.
Your support with regular attendance is appreciated.

Children’s Medication
If your child requires medication administered during school hours, please bring it to Sabina in the main office. This includes Epipens
and Ventolin which have been taken home over the holidays. All medication must be in-date and clearly labelled.
All medication is to be kept at the office.
New up-to-date Asthma Management Plans should also be completed and returned to the school office.
Please let us know if there’s anything further that we can do to support you here at WHPS.
Andrew Schaeche,
Principal

----------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------

White Hills Primary School

Start Up Family BBQ
Tuesday, 18th February 2020
Sausages in bread and cordial will be provided.
This will be a great opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and other families within the school
community.
Please fill out the following slip and return it to the office NO LATER than 4.00pm Friday 14th February, for catering
purposes.
Name: ________________________________

----------------------------------------------------------

No. of people attending the Start Up BBQ: _________

------------------------------------------------------------

PFG News
Welcome Back

Welcome back to all our existing members, and welcome to
any newcomers. We do hope you all had a safe and enjoyable
break over the holidays. There is a busy Term 1 ahead of us
with Tea & Tissues, Welcome BBQ, School Photos, Open Air
Cinema, Hot Cross Bun Day & our Easter Raffle. Anyone
wishing to help us out with our volunteer activities please
come to our monthly meetings. These are usually held every
first Monday of the month; please feel free to speak to a PFG
member or ask at the school office.
Next Meeting

Our first meeting is this Monday 3rd February in the
staff room after drop-off or reading. All newcomers are
welcome to attend any meeting! You may bring along younger
siblings to our meetings as well. Come and have morning tea
with us, a chat and a laugh, and find out what we do around
the school.

WEEKLY ROSTERS
Canteen
Fri 31 January
Tues 4 February
Wed 5 February

Closed first week 2020
Emma Rosewall
Claire Brown
Kate Howells
Rebecca Adams
Kelly Shaw

Fri 7 February

Helpers to arrive at 10.00am
All orders must be in the day before
Orders are to be written on a large paper lunch bag unless
ordered through Qkr, (NO ENVELOPES), one per child.
Lunch bags are available for 10 for 60c or 10c each, with lunch
orders and will be sent home.
Urgent Reminder: If you are unable to assist with canteen
duty, please arrange a swap or inform the office so that a
replacement helper can be arranged.
Mrs Helen Williams, Canteen Manager

Tea & Tissues
If you are a Prep parent and would like to come to the
staffroom and have a cup of tea/coffee and have a chat, a cry
or celebrate after you have dropped off your child for their
first day at school, you are welcome to join us. We will be in
the staffroom from 9am onwards.
Thank you from PFG members

Uniform Shop
Fri 31 January
Tues 4 February
Fri 7 February

Kelly Shaw
Shantelle Popple
Jacqui Rochester

Opening Times 2020
Tuesday 3.30pm – 4.00pm and Friday 3.30pm-4.00pm
Mrs Kim Engi, Uniform Shop Coordinator

Newsletter
Thurs 06 February
Thurs 13 February

Kate Nichols
Kathryn Treloar

Please collect from the office 2.30pm

Sickbay
Fri 31 January
Fri 07 February

Shantelle Popple
Jacqui Rochester

Please collect from the office at the end of the day

Novel coronavirus Factsheet for Parents and Students
Last updated 29 January 2020

An outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) was detected in Wuhan, China in late December 2019. Cases have been
reported predominantly in the city of Wuhan, in the Hubei province of China, as well as some other Chinese cities and
countries, including two confirmed cases in Victoria, Australia.
What is this virus?

Coronaviruses can make humans and animals sick. Some coronaviruses can cause illness similar to the common cold
and others can cause more serious diseases, including Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS).
The virus seen in Hubei Province, China is called ‘novel’ because it is new. It has not been detected before this outbreak.
Most people infected live in, or travelled to, Hubei Province, China. There have been cases of 2019-nCoV reported in
other Chinese provinces and other countries. It is likely that the virus originally came from an animal, and there is now
evidence that it can spread from person-to-person.
What are the symptoms?

Symptoms can include fever, cough, sore throat, or shortness of breath. Symptoms can take up to 14 days to develop.
What if my child is well, and returning to school after being in Hubei province, China or other countries with cases in the last 14 days?

All students and staff members who have travelled to Hubei Province, China, are advised to stay at home and
avoid public settings, including attendance at schools and early learning centres, until 14 days after last being
in Hubei province, China.
Children and staff who are well and have travelled to other provinces in China, or any other areas where there have
been reported cases, are NOT recommended to be excluded from schools and child care services unless the
following applies:
The person is a confirmed case of novel coronavirus
The person is a close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus in the past 14 days
What if my child feels sick now or within 14 days of being in Hubei Province, China or another part of China?

If your child has a cough, sore throat or shortness of breath, they must be excluded from school and be reviewed by a
doctor.
Seek medical attention but first place a mask on the student if you have one and call the doctor or hospital before you
attend. Tell them your child has been in Hubei province, China, or the location of travel within China.
When you get to the hospital or doctor’s clinic, tell them where your child has travelled in China and whether this included
Hubei Province. Ensure a mask is placed on your child before or as soon as you arrive at the medical facility.
If your child has severe symptoms, such as shortness of breath:
Call 000 and request an ambulance, and
Inform the paramedics where your child has been in China.
How can I help prevent the spread of 2019-nCoV?

Practising good hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best defence. The most important actions are:
Wash your hands often with soap and water
Cough and sneeze into your elbow
Where can I get more information?

For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus
For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus
For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus
WHO resources https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus
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