
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, 

 

No Fresh Fruit Friday / Breaky Club Tomorrow! 

 

Parent 2020 Student Placement Request:  

Closes 4.00pm today, Thursday 14th November 

The process of allocating children to grades is very complex, 

with teachers and coordinators spending many days 

developing class groups based upon sound educational factors.   

Class teachers have already worked with children to nominate 

five (5) of their friends who they believe they would work well 

with. We endeavour to place them with at least one (1) of their 

nominated friends.  

 We consider the following factors when determining 

grades:  

 Even distribution of academic ability within grades 

 Separation of children who do not work well together 

 Gender balance 

 Interpersonal development 

 Friendship groups 

 Attitude & maturity 

 Individual needs and behaviour.   

 Parents are invited to put in writing a placement 

request based upon educational and social factors 

only.  

 Naming of a preferred class teacher is NOT part of this 

process.  

 Written requests are to be addressed to Andrew Schaeche, 

Principal, and forwarded by 4.00pm today, Thursday 14th 

November. 

 Verbal requests will NOT be considered. 

 Late written requests will NOT be considered.   

 Only this year’s letters will be considered, so do not rely 

on previous letters (or conversations) with the Principal or 

Assistant Principal from past years.   

 Parents should be aware that requests can place significant 

limitations on options for placement and there is no 

guarantee that a request can be met. 

 You will be advised in writing of your child’s allocated 

grade for 2020 on Friday, 13th December. 

 

Student Mental Health 

 Mental Health Week was in October and it is timely to remind 

members of our school community that the school has a 

number of staff members working in the wellbeing area that 

can be supportive to students and families but also as an 

avenue to refer to support services within the community. It is 

vitally important that we all work together to support young 

people and one another. If your child needs support, please 

encourage them to talk to someone about it; that could be 

someone at school, a family member or friend- the most 

important message is that they talk to someone. Our recent 

Attitudes to School survey revealed that the majority of 

students (90%) have someone at school who they can share 

any problems with. Our wellbeing team consists of Adrian 

McErvale (Wellbeing leading teacher), Ricky Cawley (school 

Chaplain) and Jo Wedgewood (Wellbeing worker). Please feel 

free to contact the school if your child needs assistance. 

 
 

White Hills Primary School No 1916 
Week 6, Term 4 Thursday 14th November    
Ph 54430799   F 54437222 

white.hills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  

    
At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be 

lifelong learners.  We are a community which caters for academic, 

physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to 

contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world. 

Term 4 2019: Monday 7 October – Friday 20 December 

Week 6 
Thursday 14 November Student Placement Request closes 4pm 

Friday 15 November No Fresh Fruit Friday/Breaky Club 

Team China Zooper Dooper sales start 

3.30pm today    

Week 7 

Mon18 – Fri 22 November Book Fair – Buy One Get One Free 

Mon 18 – Fri 22 November Prep Swimming 

Tuesday 19 November G5/6 Dig Tech Exc - Quantum Melb 

   Gr 5 Camp Payment due 4pm 

Wednesday 20 November G1/2 Swimming payment due 4pm 

   Prep Tea due 4pm 

Thurs 21 – Sat 23 Nov EBT Maryborough 

Friday 22 November Graduation Bears & Balls due 4pm 

 

Week 8 
Mon 25 – Fri 29 Nov Gr 1&2 Swimming 

Monday 25 November Prep 2020 Familiarisation – 12-2pm 

Tuesday 26 November Prep 2020 Familiarisation – 12-2pm 
Wed 27 – Fri 29 Nov Gr 6 Camp - Anglesea 

Thursday 28 November Prep Tea 
   Gr 1 Tea due 4pm 

Gr 2 Sleepover due 4pm 

Monday 2nd December P&F Group Meeting 9.05am - Staffroom 

Wed 4 – Fri 6 Dec  Gr 5 Camp – Phillip Island 

Thursday 5 December Gr 1 Tea 
Monday 9 December Christmas Raffle Donations due today 

Tuesday 10 December Orientation Day 
2020 Prep Orientation 12-2pm 

Parent Information Session 1-2pm 

   Bookpack Order forms due today 
   2020 Graduation orders/payment due today 

Thursday 12 December G2 Sleepover 

   Raffle books and money due today 

Monday 16 December G6 Graduation payment due today 

Tuesday 17 December Whole school Carols Night 
   Christmas Hamper Raffle Drawn tonight 

Wednesday 18 December G5/6 Pool Party / Santa visit  

Thursday 19 December Transition - Step Up Session 

G6 Graduation  

Friday 20 December Last Day of Term 4– 2.30pm Dismissal 

 

Wednesday 22 January Bookpack Day 9.30am – 1.00pm 

Thursday 23 January Bookpack Day 9.30am – 1.00pm
    

Prep Familiarisation Days 
At this stage, we have approximately 86 new prep students starting 

at White Hills in 2020. 

Our second Familiarisation Days will be held on Monday, 25th 

November and Tuesday, 26th November from 12.00 to 2.00pm.  

Remember to bring a hat because if the weather is fine we will be 

spending some time outside. 

 

mailto:white.hills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 

Centrepay an option to manage school costs in 2019 

What is Centrepay? 

Centrepay is a free direct bill-paying service offered to customers receiving Centrelink payments. Through Centrepay you can choose 

to pay bills by having a regular amount deducted from your payments and transferred electronically to an approved Centrepay 

organisation. 

Why use Centrepay? 

Centrepay is voluntary. Customers who choose to use Centrepay benefit from its convenience and security knowing that their bills 

are under control. Instead of having large bills every month or quarter, your bills are paid in manageable amounts from your payments, 

making it easier for you to budget. 

How do I set up Centrepay? 

The school office is happy to assist and support eligible families to set up Centrepay or you can follow the steps below. 

Step 1: sign in and access the main menu. Sign into myGov and select your Centrelink online account to access the main menu and 

your homepage. ...  

Step 2: add a new Centrepay deduction. ...  

Step 3: choose a service provider. ...  

Step 4: enter the details of your deduction. ...  

Step 5: review and submit. ...  

Step 6: sign out. 

Centrelink online account help - deduction https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/adding-new-

centrepay-deduction-using-your-centrelink-online-account  

This might be a viable option to help families manage the school costs including camps as we know that the CSEF (Camps, Sports 

Excursion Funds) of $125 generally covers the cost of Part B of the book pack (gymnastics, swimming, incursions and excursions) 

but not the camps. Our Chaplain Ricky Cawley is also available to assist with this as he has had experience in supporting families to 

set this up. 
 

Repeat Messages 

Chocolate Bargain – 60 chocolates for $35!  

The remaining fundraising stock of Caramello Koala/Freddo Frog boxes and Goody variety chocolate boxes from the school’s P&F 

fundraiser are available for purchase at a cost of $35 per box. Please speak to office staff if you would like to purchase any boxes, an 

up-front payment is required. 
 

Team China Zooper Dooper Sales 

The students travelling to China next year and their families will begin zooper dooper sales tomorrow, Friday 15th November after 

school at the front and back gates. The cost will be $1.00. Money raised from the sales will go towards reducing their cost of the 

excursion to China next year. 
 

Strengthening kids’ self-esteem in a digital world 

How do we develop and nurture our child’s self-esteem in a world where the likes, comments and followers are often seen as the 

social currency for popularity, confidence and self-worth? 

While young people live out much of their social lives online, there are certain elements of this world that can have a negative impact 

on the social and emotional wellbeing of young people, particularly if that person’s self-esteem is already fragile. 

The very connected, very visible and public nature of social media ensures that many of the challenges faced by young people 

previously are now magnified and felt more deeply when played out online. We need to give young people the confidence, skills and 

perspective to ensure that they can reduce the negative impacts, and instead learn to thrive both online and in real life. What are 

some of the things we can do to help nurture that self-esteem and prepare them for the challenges of a very public social media? 
 

Build their independence and resilience early-Make sure they are confident in their own abilities to problem solve themselves. Let 

them to do things that may result in failure but allows them to pick themselves up. Let them know that mistakes are OK, as long as 

we learn something from them. 

Encourage activities and pursuits- Feeling part of a community can be an invaluable element to fostering self-worth. Encourage kids 

to have interests away from the screens, such as belonging to teams, clubs and groups where their achievements and efforts can be 

recognised and celebrated. 

Helping others and volunteering-Giving kids the opportunity to help others, such as coaching a junior team, helping out with training 

or helping people less fortunate are great ways to build self-worth. Developing empathy for others helps kids to realise that the world 

is a much larger place than their social media feeds. 

Spend time with them-It is easy to spend time with our kids when they are young. We can take them to the park, play games, read 

them books. As they get older and we are not so cool to hang out with, it becomes trickier. But we need to look for times to spend just 

being together, whether that’s watching a movie they like, playing a game, or grabbing a milkshake on the way home from sports 

training. Find things they like to do. Even just sitting on their bed at night and letting them know you are there can be beneficial. 

Family meals and rituals-Having regular moments of connection that are part of their everyday can be critical in providing stability 

and security. Connecting as a family with a nightly meal has been proven to be an effective way to give kids the comfort of knowing 

they have a place that is familiar and safe and unconditional. Or look for other rituals to provide this security. 

Communicate often about what is happening online-Talk to them about the things you see online, let them know you have an 

understanding, learn about it and be sure to look at things from their perspective. Use teachable moments to highlight when things 

go wrong and be sure that you remain relevant to their world so that they know you are there should something go wrong. 

While we cannot always be there to follow everywhere they go online and be up to date on every single site or app they visit, we can 

do a lot in terms of instilling good values, building that self-esteem and ensuring that they have a positive sense of self that transfers 

from the real world to wherever they find themselves online. 
 

Please let us know if there is anything we can do to support you.  

Andrew Schaeche, Principal 

 

https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/adding-new-centrepay-deduction-using-your-centrelink-online-account
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Students of the Week – Week 5 Term 4 

 
 
 

CLASS NAME AWARDED FOR…. CLASS NAME AWARDED FOR 

2AK Petra Making it to 200 nights reading, and for always 
putting in a superstar effort! 

3G Ryder Always aspiring to do his best and being a role 
model for others 

2P Dustin Amazing idea and arguments for his persuasive 
writing this week 

3MB Ayarna Being a lovely, kind, caring student to everyone in 

3MB 

2H Charlie His great persuasive speech about his toy 3C 

 

Joseph Being an excellent role model to his peers in the 
classroom 

2M Jett An improvement in his reading fluency 3J Cooper His listening and responses when completing 
our film review this week 

2T Alexander Fantastic team work 4M Judd The amazing creativity he displayed when 
producing images using the Green Screen App 

2F Jess Wonderfully expressive reading 4B Angel Aspiring during our recent Numeracy testing 

1D Haylee Working super hard on her narrative writing 4O Kobi Taking responsibility for his learning and working 
hard in all areas 

1M Harrison Reading fluently and with great expression 4CP Emily Being resilient and aspiring to do her best in 
maths sessions 

1EW Xavier Showing such enthusiasm and resilience at 
school this term 

5B Caitlin Showing great resilience throughout her day 

1S Violet Staying focused on her work and completing it 
to the best of her ability 

5SH Layla Being a responsible member of the class 

PR Olivia Her positive and caring attitude 5D Charlie Using her rubric to improve her discussion 
writing 

PW Jivanna Always working hard 5S Roman Maintaining focus throughout writing lessons 

PF Alexa Trying hard to do great reading 6D Michael Demonstrating respect to his classmates by 
sharing his learning, thoughts and opinions, and 
assisting others  

PJ Logan Trying his best with reading 6W Keeley Unleashing her creativity throughout our poetry 
unit 

Chinese Jessica S Working hard on her writing tasks 6V  Zachh Aspiring to be his best by making informed 
decisions 

Sport Kai N Aspiring to do his best at the SSV State Athletics 6P Kaleisha 

& 

Chelsea 

Writing exceptionally creative odes to their 
teachers this week in poetry writing 



 

 

Grade 6 News 
Weeroona College Bendigo Transition  

Is your child attending Weeroona College Bendigo in 2020? 

If yes, 2020 booklist information has been mailed to all families. 

Parents/carers can contact the Weeroona College Bendigo Administration Office on 5443 2133 if they have not received a pack. 

As always, any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Regards,  

Ryan Pollard 

 
PFG News  
Christmas Raffle – Information notes have been distributed to families this week and we are asking families to please donate items 

for the Xmas hampers to be drawn at the school Christmas Carols on Tuesday 17th December. Donation ideas might include toys, 

decorations, cooking items, craft, books, games, tableware, and most importantly food for the Christmas feast. Any donations would 

be very much appreciated. Please leave at the school reception office by Monday 9th December. Raffle books will be distributed 

next week. Please return book with money by Thursday 12th December.  

If you do not wish to sell raffle tickets, please return the books to the office. 

 

Graduation - This is an important milestone for students, and this year’s Grade 6 Graduation will be held on Thursday 19th 

December. Graduation Bear order forms with payment details and due date information have been distributed to Grade 6 students. 

Helpers will be needed to ensure this event is a success for students, so please advise Grade 6 teachers, PFG members, or office 

staff if you are able to volunteer time for this event on 19th December.  

 

Next Meeting - Our next meeting will be held on Monday 2nd December at approximately 9.05am in the staffroom.  

 

All newcomers are welcome to attend any meeting!  You may bring along younger siblings to our meetings as well.  Come and 

have morning tea with us, a chat and a laugh, and find out what we do around the school.     
 

Thank you from PFG members  
 

 
Maths News 
During Term 3, 40 of our high performing students in Maths participated in the Australian Maths Trust Maths Competition. They 

are all to be congratulated on their outstanding efforts. Our students achieved some amazing results, including 16 Credit Awards, 

19 Proficiency Awards and 5 Participation Awards. 

Congratulations to these students: 

 

 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 

Credit Samuel C 

Alex O 

Lachlan B 

Joseph M 

Alexander J 

Deon S 

Ayman A 

Bridget K 

Laim C 

Ella F 

Violet K 

Thomas B 

Roy B 

Michael S 

Georgia K 

Rylee T 

Proficiency Laura R 

William B 

Nathan T 

Samuel G 

Alex R 

Marlah M 

Abbygail K 

Miller D 

Macey T 

Ryder V 

Alishba H 

Kai N 

Tayden S 

Ryan L 

Matthew A 

Xavier E 

Caitlyn LN 

Brock B 

Alexis W 

Participation Ava A  Alivia H 

Koby L 

Jack T 

Shahla F 

 



 

 

Community News 

  WEEKLY ROSTERS 

Canteen  
 Fri 15 November Jayne Norton 

  Kate Duncan 

 Tues 19 November - 

 Wed 20 November Kelly Adcock 

  Rebecca Adams 

 Fri 22 November Heather Veitch 

  Kate Duncan     

Helpers to arrive at 10.00am 

All orders must be in the day before 
Orders are to be written on a large paper lunch bag unless 

ordered through Qkr, (NO ENVELOPES), one per child. 

Lunch bags are available for 10 for 60c or 10c each, with lunch 

orders and will be sent home. 

Urgent Reminder: If you are unable to assist with canteen 

duty, please arrange a swap or inform the office so that a 

replacement helper can be arranged. 
Mrs Helen Williams, Canteen Manager 

 

   Uniform Shop 
 Fri 15 November Kelly Adcock 

 Tues 19 November Joji Abraham 

 Fri 22 November Kelly Shaw      

Opening Times 2019 

Tuesday 3.30pm – 4.00pm and Friday 3.30pm-4.00pm 
Mrs Kim Engi, Uniform Shop Coordinator 

 

Newsletter  
 Thurs 21 November Kate Nichols 

 Thurs 28 November Joji Abraham 

Please collect from the office 2.30pm 
 

Sickbay  
 Fri 15 November  Kate Duncan 

 Fri 22 November  Kate Nichols 

 Please collect from the office at the end of the day 
 

 



 

 

 


