
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, 
 

School Council Annual General Meeting (AGM) and 

March Meeting 

On Monday, the new School Council met for the first time for 

the AGM followed by the March meeting.  

Welcome to new members Simon Dean, Justin Thacker (both 

parent representatives) and Jaime Gray (Department of 

Education member) 

The following is a summary of these meetings: 

Congratulations to the following parents who were elected to 

the subsequent positions. 

President: David Treloar   

Vice President: Tanya Miles     

Minute secretary: Lauren Ray    

Treasurer: Amanda Burrows                  

The following motions were approved or discussions held: 

 2018 Annual Report-Copies of this are available from the 

office or you can view this on the school’s web site. 

 Applied to change the school council configuration from 

two community members down to one. The number of 

school council members will remain as fifteen. 

 2018 end of year financial spreadsheet was shared and 

approved 

 Approved that the Term 3 Social Service fundraising 

activity at the school will be a ‘Crazy Hair Day;’ in 

support of Cystic Fibrosis. More information closer to the 

day. 

 

End of Term Dismissal 

Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm on Friday, 5th April. We 

will have recess from 2:00 until 2.30pm, but due to 

Department of Education regulations, we are unable to 

dismiss students until 2.30pm. However, parents may collect 

children earlier if they wish.  Please make sure you sign out 

your child/children before taking them home if you leave 

early. 

 

Brain Food 

It is important for children to keep up their energy levels and 

for their bodies to be fully hydrated, for optimal learning. 

‘Brain Food’ is food that is eaten in the classroom as an 

addition to the main meals and snacks eaten at recess and 

lunchtime. Students are encouraged to bring bite size pieces 

of fresh vegetables and/or fruit to nibble.  

It would be preferable to send ‘Brain Food’ for your 

child in small reusable containers – nothing too 

sticky or messy.  

For the junior grades (Prep-Grade 2) it is helpful if 

food is pre-cut ready for eating. Please do not 

include processed foods or nuts.  

Acceptable ‘Brain Foods’ include: 

• Fresh fruit and vegetables 

• Dried fruit (eg apricots, prunes, raisins and 

sultanas) 

Other healthy lunchbox items such as rice cakes, dips, 

yoghurt, cheese, boiled eggs and popcorn can be eaten during 

recess and Lunch breaks. 

 
 

 

 

White Hills Primary School No 1916 
Week 8, Term 1 Thursday 21st March    
Ph 54430799   F 54437222 

white.hills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  

    
At White Hills Primary School we provide students with skills to be 

lifelong learners.  We are a community which caters for academic, 

physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to 

contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world. 

Term 1 2019: Tuesday 29 January – Friday 5 April 
Week 8 
Mon 18 – Fri 22 March Gr 3-6 Swimming 

Wednesday 21 March Hot Cross Bun Orders Due 4.00pm 

Friday 22 March  National Ride to School Day  
 

Week 9 

Monday 25 March  Easter Raffle money/books due 4.00pm 

Tuesday 26 March  Gr 4 Bike Ed  

Team China Fundraiser Dinner at 

Bendigo Stadium 6.00pm 

   Team China Pie Drive orders due 4.00pm 

Wednesday 27 March Gr 4 Bike Ed  

Gr 1/2 Auskick 9.30-11.30am @ Huntly 

Football Oval 

Thursday 28 March  Gr 3-6 School Athletics 9.15am  

Hot Cross Bun Day – 2.00pm 
Friday 29 March  Easter Raffle drawn at assembly 
 

Week 10 

Monday 1 April  Gr 6 Tour of Weeroona College 

Tuesday 2 April  Gr 4 Bike Ride – Lake Weeroona 9-11.30am 

Wednesday 3 April  Principal Attendance Afternoon Tea 2pm 

Thursday 4 April  Open Air Cinema - Family night 

Friday 5 April  Team China Pie Drive pickup - staffroom 

Last Day Term 1, 2.30pm Dismissal 

   Out of Uniform Day (Gold Coin Donation, 

raising money for Royal Childrens Hospital 

    

Monday 22 April  Easter Monday 
 

Term 2 2019: Tuesday 23 April – Friday 28 June 
Tuesday 23 April  First Day Term 2 

Wednesday 24 April Gr 5 Excursion Payment Due 4.00pm 

Thursday 25 April  ANZAC Day Holiday 

Friday 26 April  Gr 4 Camp Deposits Due 4.00pm 

Sunday 28 April  Turtle Pond Working Bee 10.30-12noon 

Monday 29 April  Gr 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion 

Friday 3 May  Turtle Pond Working Bee 3.45-5.00pm 

Gr 4 Camp Deposit / Permission by 4.00pm 
Monday 6 May  Head lice Check 

Wednesday 8 May  Division Cross Country 

Monday 13 May  Follow up Head lice Check 

Friday 17 May  Walk to school day 

Tuesday 21 May  District Athletics 

Friday 7 June  Staff Literacy PD - Pupil Free Day 

 

Term 3 2019: Monday 15 July – Friday 20 September 

Monday 29 July  Head lice Check 

Monday 5 August Follow up Head lice Check 

Thursday 8 August Staff Maths PD – Pupil Free Day 

 

Term 4 2019: Monday 7 October – Friday 20 December 

Wed 9- Fri 11 Oct Gr 4 Derby Hill Camp Maldon 

Monday 21 October Head lice Check 

Monday 28 October Follow up Head lice Check 

 

Family photos are here and can be collected from the school office.  
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The Importance of Breakfast 

We have recently undertaken a survey with students and found that 85% of students have breakfast every day, meaning that 

approximately one in seven are not having breakfast. 

Eating a healthy breakfast before starting the school day is linked to improved concentration, better work output, increased energy 

and a higher intake of vitamins and minerals. Breakfast is especially important for young students whose brains use up about half of 

the body's energy. It’s a worrying statistic given that eating breakfast has been linked with improved English and maths skills in 

school children! The next time your child wants to skip breakfast, here are some tips below to consider. 
 

Research shows that people who eat breakfast regularly are less likely to be overweight or obese. 

It’s important for your child to eat something nutritious each morning to re-fuel for the busy day ahead. People who eat breakfast are 

more likely to meet their recommended dietary intakes for vitamins and minerals compared to those who skip it. 

Skipping breakfast may affect your child’s concentration or leave them feeling ‘fuzzy’. This is because the brain is starving for 

energy and needs fuel so it can function at its very best throughout the day. 
 

Kids can be fussy eaters. Here are some options below for delicious breakfast ideas that your kids will hopefully love! 

• A bowl of whole grain cereal with milk, a dollop of yoghurt and sliced fresh fruit. Try adding a sprinkle of nuts for extra crunch! 

• A delicious smoothie made from milk, fresh fruit and yoghurt 

• A toasted slice of sourdough bread with some cheese, baked beans or avocado 

• Untoasted muesli or rolled oats 

• Poached eggs on whole grain toast with tomato, mushrooms or spinach 

 

Tips for parents, carers and educators for supporting children and young people 

Common reactions 

It is common to think about safety and predictability of the world when tragedies such the Christchurch incident occur. Reactions are 

influenced by many things, knowing someone impacted, identifying with the victims and survivors, seeing and hearing terrifying 

images and discussions. The developmental age of the person influences what they understand and how they respond. Some may be 

unaware, others will be following all the discussions and media coverage, looking for understanding. 

What to say and how to care 

Parents, carers and teachers can help children and young people feel safe by: 

 provide reassurance that the incident is over  

 keep to routines, they are reassuring 

 take time to listen and talk: listening to concerns and worries and discussing strategies for feeling safe, dealing with worry 

and being able to take action that helps feel part of repairing safety and calm 

 provide a calm response to their concerns,  

 keep your explanations developmentally appropriate:  

 start at their starting point: ask what the child/young person understands about what has happened and what their key worry 

is, each will have a different understanding and will find different parts of what has happened frightening or worrying 

 very young children need simple, factual information balance with assurances of safety 

 older children will be appraising their own, and love ones, safety. They may need assistance with separating reality form 

fantasy, dispel rumours 

 reduce exposure to media coverage and conversations that are distressing and not age appropriate  

 monitor children’s emotional state 

 changes in behaviour, appetite and sleep can be an indicator of children’s level of anxiety or worry 

 young children often express worry through bodily aches and pains 

 

REPEAT MESSAGES 

Possible Phone Outages 

This notification is to advise that a supply partner will be performing network maintenance on our service (Bendigo Telco). This 

means that the school may experience phone outages on 25th and 26th March. We apologise for this inconvenience.  

 

Canteen Update 

A note was distributed to all families with some changes to canteen processes. They are as follows:  

The school canteen lunch ordering system will be changing to allow parents and carers more time to have their child’s lunch order 

in– this only applies to Qkr orders - not cash orders in a bag. 

Qkr orders can now be made up until 7am the morning of a lunch order day. You now have the opportunity to order the evening 

before or first thing in the morning by 7am.  Ordering cannot be made any later as time is needed to process orders, pick-up fresh 

bread, deli goods, vegetables and order hot food made by our local bakery.  We do hope this later Qkr order time will be helpful to 

you and your family.   

Lunch Order Days 

Tuesday     Wednesday     Friday  

Cash Orders in by Monday 4pm   Cash Orders in by Tuesday 4pm   Cash Orders in by Thursday 4pm 

Qkr Orders in by Tuesday 7am   Qkr Orders in by Wednesday 7am   Qkr Orders in by Friday 7am 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Chinese Immersion Program 2019  

We are seeking families who are interested in hosting a Chinese student in October this year. The students usually arrive in early 

Term 4 and leave in the first week of December.  

I am seeking expressions of interest from families of children in Grades 3-6 (can be other grades also) to host a Chinese student for 

four or eight weeks during their visit. The Grade 5 Chinese students are usually 10-11 years old. The Chinese school year begins in 

September. 

If you are interested in your child travelling to China next year, this experience would be looked upon favourable in the application 

process and provides a Chinese family to visit when they go to China as 4 of the 5 students travelling this year are doing.  

If you are interested please reply by email to schaeche.andrew.a@edumail.vic.gov.au    

If you would like more information or would like to speak with a family who hosted last year, please feel free to contact me. 
 

Please let us know if there is anything that we can do to support you. 
 

Andrew Schaeche,  

Principal  

 

To help improve the communication between the school and parents/carers, White Hills PS uses a range of methods to ensure 

there is effective communication. Two of the main sources of communication is via email and ClassDojo. Below are expected 

roles and responsibilities of our school community when using social media. For the full Communication and Social Media 

Policy, please refer to our website http://whitehillsps.vic.edu.au 

 

TOOL USE DETAIL 

Email Parents are encouraged to 

keep their contact details up-

to-date. All staff education 

email addresses will be 

provided. 

Staff will endeavour to respond to emails from a parent within 2 school days.  
 

Parents may contact staff via their education email address to communicate any 

information about their child. Staff will endeavour to check their emails on a regular 

basis, but as they spend the majority of the day teaching classes, may only check their 

email intermittently. For urgent matters, parents/carers should contact the school 

office. 

ClassDojo App: Download ClassDojo 

app to device. 
 

Parents will require a code to 

access their child’s class. This 

can be downloaded on any 

phone, iPad or computer.  

 

Refer to appendix 1: 

ClassDojo - Expectations for 

Users 

Creating a positive culture: teachers can encourage students for any skill or value-

whether it’s working hard, being kind, helping others etc.  
 

Giving students a voice: Students can showcase and share their learning by adding 

photos and videos to their own portfolios.  
 

Share moments with parents: Get parents engaged by sharing photos and videos of 

wonderful classroom/school moments.  
 

Parents/carers are encouraged to sign up to ClassDojo at White Hills Primary School 

if they would like to receive notifications when information is posted. A unique code 

will be provided to the family to enable families to join ClassDojo.  
 

Parents/carers can expect personal messages, student and class stories, photos/videos 

etc.  
 

Please see White Hills Primary School’s ‘Dojo Expectation for Families’ page for 

more details.  
 

Dojo is a communication App, but the school will not be using it as an instant 

messaging App. For an immediate response, please phone the school. 

 

Turtle Pond Upgrade – helpers needed! 
Our Turtle Pond enclosure outside the prep rooms is in need of helpers to clear out the 

bamboo and foliage.  We also need assistance to remove the old pond and replace it with a 

new one.  Our school maintenance/gardener Matt requires some helping hands to get it done 

before the turtles go into hibernation over winter.    

If you can help, we have 2 dates early in Term 2 when work will be carried out:     

Sunday 28th April 10.30am – 12 noon & Friday 3rd May 3.45pm – 5.00pm (after 

school). 
If you can help on one or both of these sessions, your assistance would be greatly 

appreciated.   

 

Uniform Shop – New Winter Jacket Orders 
We are taking orders now for new winter waterproof jackets ready for Term 2. 

Please order and pay on QKR, at the office or in the Uniform Shop.  
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PFG News 
Easter Raffle     

Money/books and due back on Monday 25th March by 4pm, and will be drawn on 

Friday 29th March at our afternoon assembly.    Photos of the hampers to be won, 

coming soon. 
     

Hot Cross Bun Day    
Will be held on Thursday 28th March at afternoon recess time.   
  

Open Air Cinema – Ralph Breaks the Internet  

Information/order forms have been sent home for our family fun social event of 

the year.  We are screening “Ralph Breaks the Internet”, on our school oval on 

Thursday, 4th April.  Tickets at $6.00 each, and food combo’s are available prior 

to the event.  Tickets, food and drinks will be available to purchase at the event for 

cash only.  Please book early to help with catering.  We hope to see as many 

families as possible there for a fun, low cost, social night out, in a relaxed 

outdoor atmosphere.  

Please support our major sponsor this year - The Shed Guys (Bendigo) 

and our other businesses who have kindly donated: LM Dance School & 

House of Khong. 
  

“Ralph Breaks the Internet” Colouring in Competition      

In conjunction with our Open Air Cinema screening, we are having a colouring in competition.  There are three designs to choose 

from, at a cost of $1.00 per sheet. A prize will be awarded to a winner in each of these 4 categories: Prep, grade 1 & 2, grade 3 & 

4, and grade 5 & 6.  Student leaders will visit classrooms, or alternatively you can purchase from the school office.  The competition 

will close Tuesday, 2nd April at 4.00pm. The winner will be announced at the Open Air Cinema evening.    
 

Thank you from PFG members 
 

Grade 1 News 
Dojo Messaging 

Just a reminder that DOJO is not an instant messaging service and teachers are often too busy to be able to check messages during 

the school day. If you have an urgent message to pass on to a student, please ring the office to ensure the message gets through. 
 

Grade 4 News 
Bike Ride To Lake Weeroona 

On the Tuesday 2nd April students will consolidate bike riding skills and celebrate the completion of the Bike Ed program with a ride 

to the Lake. We are seeking at least 5 parent helpers to ride with us on the day. 

Kids won’t need bikes on Wednesday 3rd April as lake ride is our last session. NOTES WERE SENT HOME THIS WEEK. 
 

Home Reading 

Congratulations on all the students who have received 25 night reading awards. We have several students close to 50 nights too. 

Keep up the great home reading efforts! 

 

Camp Notes- Home Today 

White Hills Primary School Grade 4 Camp 

Blue Light Youth Camp-Maldon Wednesday 9th –Friday 11th October 2019 
 

School camps are an integral part of our whole school program and these experiences help build independence, responsibility, team-

work and confidence while providing new challenges in a safe and different environment. To be successful it is essential that all 

students participate.  
 

At the Grade 4 camp, students have the opportunity to use the obstacle and mini-golf courses, the games room, outdoor recreational 

space, basketball courts and the on-site bike track. Upon arrival the students are provided with a quality bike, fitted to their size, 

which they are responsible for throughout the camp. Most of the activities involve riding to historical and scenic destinations, with 

escort vehicles and radio communication. The cost for the camp is $230. 
 

Science 

If anyone has any spare old newspapers we can use for science they would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Grade 6 News 
Walk to Weeroona College 

On Monday 1st April, students from Grade 6 will be walking to Weeroona College as part of their first steps to transitioning to Year 

7. Students will have a guided tour of the school to have a look at what Year 7 might look like for them next year. 

Bupa 

Every Friday, this group of students will leave the school during the middle of lunchtime to ride to the nursing home, and will be back 

at school by 3.30pm. Can parents of these students please make sure that their bikes and helmets are in good condition before Friday.  

 



 

 

Reader of the Week! 

This term we are focusing on establishing good home reading routines so it is with pleasure that we announce this week’s  

Readers of the Week! 

Congratulations to Eliza N (6D), Mikayla M (6P), Poppi K (6W) and Aimee P (6V). 

These students showed consistency with their home reading routines last week. We appreciate parents’ encouraging and supporting 

their child with their reading every week and ensuring their home diaries are completed each day. 

Please join me in congratulating the following students on reaching 25+ nights of reading. We appreciate parents’ encouraging and 

supporting their child with their reading every week and ensuring their home diaries are completed daily. 

Lily L   Keleisha S  Eliza N    Alexis W  Chelsea M 

Shala F   Seannah B  Paw H    Lucy G   Michael S 

Sarah L   Oliver L   Jacob L    Ella M    Jasmine H 

Mikayla M  Jade B 

 

Inquiry 
Over the last few weeks, Grade 6 have been working on a wellbeing project that focuses on Local Organisations and how they help 

the community and us. This might be a great time to discuss this project with your child about what they have discovered and offer 

input into their research. We are excited to see their presentations about these local communities next week. 

 

Student Leadership Day – Volunteers Needed! 

On Wednesday 3rd April (Week 10), Grade 6 students will participate in a Student Leadership Day where the students will be involved 

in various activities. We would love to have some parent helpers involved with the smooth running of this event so if you are able to 

help us run some activities on the day, please contact your child’s teacher for more information and any assistance you might be able 

to provide on the day. 

Students of the Week – Week 7, Term 1  

 

CLASS NAME AWARDED FOR…. CLASS NAME AWARDED FOR…. 

2AK Abby Aspiring to be her best by working hard on her 
spelling  

3C Laura Striving to do her best and working really hard on 
her narrative 

2P Aaron Congratulating and respecting other students 
and celebrating their success 

3MB Mason Developing his listening skills and displaying 
initiative in class 

2H Charlie Trying hard to listen and show respect on the 
floor 

3G Bailee Being a helpful and responsible class member 

2M Kydan Consistently trying his best with all set tasks 
and being a great team member 

3J Tyler Being respectful when always using his manners 
in class 

2T Rubi Reaching 30 nights of reading 4M Joel His great maths thinking and explanation during 
our addition work 

2F Deanna Always showing respect to others around her 4B Alex His excellent work ethic in maths and great 
explanations of his thinking during addition 

1D Mason His awesome home reading, keep it up! 4O Joel Always showing respect and speaking respectfully 
to others 

1M Maddie Being responsible for her belongings and 
showing respect to classmates 

4CP Archie Being a respectful and helpful classmate 

1EW Tahlia Always aspiring to do her best in the classroom 
and helping others do the same 

5B Imogen Receiving constructive criticism about her writing 
so readily 

1S Emma Choosing a great spot to sit on the mat so she 
can listen and share her ideas 

5SH Dakoda Demonstrating resilience by settling into WHPS so 
brilliantly 

PR Harry Always showing respect and lending a helping 
hand when needed 

5D Charlie Aspiring to be her best at everything she sets her 
mind to 

PW Htoo Gay Working hard to settle into Prep 5S Detlan Working incredibly hard during both Reading and 
Writing sessions each day 

PF Oliver Being an enthusiastic learner who always 
aspires to do his best 

6W Keiden His resiliencewhen working through division 
problems 

PJ Willow Being resilient and aiming to do her best! 6V Dusty Aspiring to be his best when representing the school 
at the division volleyball championships 

Chinese Mikayla 

M 
Always trying her best in Chinese and using 
time wisely to practice her listening and 
speaking skills 

6D Michael Always applying our classroom expectations, 
especially aspiring to be his best by challenging 
himself to complete writing tasks and then 
working on improving them further 

Sports Tahlia D Her resilience during hurdle sessions at full 
height, continually challenging herself and 
working hard to improve 

6P Sophie Working hard in spelling and maths groups this 
week and being a good role model to others 

Music – 

Choir 

Ruth D Outstanding choir member who turns up to 
every session, sings with great passion, 
encourages others to sing their best and turn 
up on time and helps anyone who needs 
assistance! 

Musician 

of the 

Month 

  



 

 

      Community News 

 

  WEEKLY ROSTERS 

Canteen  
  

 Friday 22 March    Kate Jongebloed 

     Carly Hickson 

     Helper needed 

 Tuesday 26 March    Kelly Adcock 

     Belinda Filbey 

 Wednesday 27 March  Jaymee Fitzgerald 

     Kate Howells 

 Friday 29 March    Kate Duncan 

     Tabatha Boyd 

     Helper needed  
           

Helpers to arrive at 10.00am 

All orders must be in the day before 
Orders are to be written on a large paper lunch bag unless 

ordered through Qkr, (NO ENVELOPES), one per child. 

Lunch bags are available for 10 for 60c or 10c each, with lunch 

orders and will be sent home. 

Urgent Reminder: If you are unable to assist with canteen 

duty, please arrange a swap or inform the office so that a 

replacement helper can be arranged. 
Mrs Helen Williams, Canteen Manager 

 

   Uniform Shop 
  Friday 22 March  Kelly Shaw 

  Tuesday 26 March Samantha Griffin 

  Friday 29 March  Kelly Adcock        

Opening Times 2019 

Tuesday 3.30pm – 4.00pm and Friday 3.30pm-4.00pm 
Mrs Kim Engi, Uniform Shop Coordinator 

 

Newsletter  
 Thursday 28 March  Abraham Joji 

 Thursday 4 April   Kelly Adcock 

Please collect from the office 2.30pm 
 

Sickbay  
 Friday 22 March   Diarne Reidy 

 Friday 29 March   Sally Richardson 

         Please collect from the office at the end of the day 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Expression of Interest to Host a 

Chinese Student 
 

I/We am/are interested in hosting a Chinese 

student/teacher (please circle) for four/eight 

weeks (please circle) 

from October -December 2019. 

 

Child’s name:  

 

______________________________________    

 

Grade: ________  Room: ________ 

 

 

Family members living at home:  

 

_____________________________________ 

 

________________________________________ 

 

 


